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T0 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

.~

.EARL CORNWALLIS,

KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE GARTER;
ONE OF HIS BRITANNICK MAJESTY'S HONOURABLE PRI-
VY COUNCIL; LIEUTENANT-GENRRAL OF HIS MAJESTY’S |
PORCES; GOVERNUB-GENERAL AND COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF OF ALL THE POSSESSIONS AND FORCES OF HIS
BRITANNICK MAJESTY, AND OF THE HONOURABLE THE
UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND, IN
THE EAST-INDIES, &c. &c: &e. -

MY Lorp;

DEDICATORY praise hath
ever been suspected of sincerity 3 and
passes, indeed, among men of the world,
a8 a strain of turgid language, designed
to court favour, soothe the vanity of a pa-
tron, or--in its best sense, to express the

.
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hasty dictates of gratitude.—Yet, I have
the confidence to hope, that the tenour of
this Dedication will deserve a less severe
censure, and that it will be even said, I
have narrowed the limits of my subject.

Waen I had resolved to intrade my
book of Travels on the notice of the
public, 1 naturally looked around, being
an unknown author, for some name to
give it a sanction; not the sanction of
wealth or grandeur; for they are not al-
ways the criterion of worth but that which
-was to be obtained from the man, who

stood eminent for the qualities which
" most essentially contribute to the honour
and welfare of his country.

Tue object of this search, which does
not cross the eye at every glance, was
seen with pleasure; and though the uses
derived from it may be deemed presump-
tuous, I could not resist the desire of
fixing $o- bnght an ornament to my work ;
and of offering, however slender, my tri-
bute of applause to actions, which demand
-a distinguished page in the annals of our
nation.
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Irr Fortune, which, from the day of an-
cient RomEe, has been ordinarily followed
by neglect, obscurity, and oftentimes dis-
grace, opened a more extensive field for
the display of Your.Lorpsuir’s endow-
ments ; and like the' blasts of Winter on
the rooted oak, hold out honourable tes-
timony of superior strength.

I~ the Eastern world, Your Lorpsure
has been opposed to an enemy far more
formidable, — the possession of a power
never before exercised by a British subject ;
not even committed to the first magistrate
of our state ; and which extends over a
spacious region, ‘a numerous and wealthy
peopIe Yet, far removed from controul,
in a land whose every principle of govern-
ment is actuated by a rapacious avarice,
“ whose people never approach the gate of
authority without an offering, we have
seen, and with wonder, the inflexible main-
tenance of an integrity, only to be equal-
led by a temperate use of command.

Bur, panegyrick being the least grateful
where it is the most due, I will close this
) addre§s, with a zealous wish, that Your
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LorpsHIP may yet continue to govern the
British dominion in India; and complete
the work that already hath assumed so
- fair an aspect. The sacrifice is great, but
the reward is still greater; it will reach be-
“yond the sovereign’s bounty, or the people’s
praise. :
I have the honour to be,
With the most pfofound respect,
| Mx Lorbp,
Your LorpsHIP’s
" Most devoted,
~ And most obedient
humble Servant,
| GEORGE FORSTER.
CALCUTTA, - .«
August the 1st, 1790. ‘



PREFACE.

BOOKS of Voyages and Travels having been ever held
in estimation, and indulgently received, I am the less
fearful of submitting the following volume to the notice
of the public. A knowledge of the manners of different
nations qualifies domestic prejudice, and enlightens the
mind; but the subjects of Britain derive from it a sine
gular benefit; they see, through a comparison that com-
municates a fond pleasure to the heart, the unrivalled
excellency of their lawsy, constitutions and government ;
they see these rare gifts brightly reflected on their
national character, which still avowedly maintains its
pre-eminence amongst the nations of the European
world. Were a man to form a judgment of the bias
“of his own-genius and disposition (on the merits, of
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which he is, perhaps the least qualified to decide), I
would unreservedly say, that in the course of my jour-
ney, I felt no impulse of partiality for any sect or body
of men. It is of serious concern to letters, that many a
man of genius and science has fixed a discredit on his
works, by a wilful adherence to some favourite system,
which alluring to s standard a various train of affec- -
tions, and ideas, he becomes involnntarily incited to
TraverLirs stand accused, even on proverbial au-
thority, of adopting a figuwrative and loose style of
description ; and as I have been thrown into tracks,
removed from' the eye of European observation, I am
prompted to earnestly solicit the confidence of the public
in behalf of this work, and to say, that however vitiated
by .the errms of Judgment, it has no tendency to dlsco/ol'
lour ‘or mlsrepresent truth. The cursory dissertation
on the former and present state of Bengal, may have
some claim to favout, from the consideration that I
visited ' that pfovihb’e'ih the description of a passenger;
though but a smdil portlon of local knowledge might
have been dcquired, essentlal advantages arose from tlns
temporary rcsndenca '

Guipeb by no views of interest, nor 1mpressed by =

any frown of power, I was enabled to examine the
‘Objects that came before me thrauvh a dxspamonatc
medium. .
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Tux letter on the mythology of the Hindoss, some
copies of which were published in 1785, has been cor-
‘rected since my retum to India; but from the varidus
intticacy of the subject, I am apprehensive it may yet
contain errors and appatent inconsistencies. Investi-
gations of the religious ceremonies and customs of the
Hindoos, written in the Carnatic, and in the Punjab,
would in many examples widely differ; yet the Hin-
doo religion, in all parts of India, stands on a common
basis; nor ddes the ja‘st superstricture, when the riew
is inspected with ‘attention, essentially differ in its com-
partments. ‘T'he ostensilfle dissimilarity arises, perhaps,
from the minners of the same people, varying in North-
ern and Soutkern regions. A native of thie lower Carnatic
is mild, temperate, and gewerally timid ; be performs the
ordinatices of his religion with a zealous and scrupulous
attenition; and the Bramin of that country, witﬁ many
of the other sects, is confined strictly to the use of vege-
thble &et. How stromg the contrast appears in the
inhabitant of the Punjab; those even of domestic and
libotious professions, are brave, daring, 4nd often cruel.
Bramins_are the usual soldiers of the country, many

of whom ' éat flesh meat; and they never leave their
home, _¢veq ‘when not employed in military servicey
withoat weapons of offence. The merchints and me<
. chanicks, when they go but a few iiles abroad, aré
all strongly armed ; and in some of the Northern pre~
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vinces, particularly in Bundilcund, the husbandmen
carry a spear into the fiedd they are cultivating. This
difference of disposition has produced opposite manners
in the same tribes of people, as:well as opposite cus--
" toms, which, ‘if not attentively investigated, would afford
a specious belief, that the inhabitants of the North
and  South of India were not connected by any na-
tional relation. A
I HAVE to express with pleasure, great obligations
te Calonel Poliery of the Honourable Company’s service,.
* for having farnished me with large historical tractsof -
the Sicques, and of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. On
every application to that gentleman for other informa<
tion of Indian history, his papers and opinions have
been liberally supplied. I am also much indebted to
Mr. Bristow, of Bengal, for a valuable manuscript
memeir of Shi:jah-ud-Dowlah, from which I have ex«
tracted- curious and useful matter. The prefixed chart
of the road, calculated according to the reckoning of
my journal, was constructed by Mr. Wilford, of the
Bengal corps of engineers, a gentleman of extensive
geographical knowledge. . S
~ Se1ENCE can receive but a slender aid from the ma-
' terials of the following work. The manner in wlnch‘
’ T ‘travelled, precluded the use of any instrument to
~ascertain the distance and bearings. The one ¥ noted. °
from obeerving the course of the sun; the other i
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agreeable to the common computation of the country, .
which is not often found widely erroneous, My limited
knowledge of botany prevenis, also, any accurate de-
scription of various classes of trees and plants; which
I saw in Kashmire and Persia. But the natural pro-
ductions of those countries have been so scientifically
treated by Chardin, Le Bruyn, and Bernier, that my
ipability will be the less sensibly fult.
y r

~
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LETTER I

'D“! sin, ) | Benares, 31t A.}guu; 1782.

- HAVING resolved on visiting
Benares, that I might,” there, indulge, for a
short time, aninvestigation into thé mythology
of the Hindoos, I procured permission to pro-
ceed to that city; and, as you may receive
some amusement from the relation of my jour-
ney, with the observations that occurred, I will
‘lay it before you ; intreating, that you will make
* the. necessary allowance for a stranger *, who,
though his remarks, and the conclusions drawn,
may partake of errors, will not, premedltatedly,
discolour the truth.

* The author is a civil servant on the Madras establishment,
‘VOL. L. B ’
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ON the 23d of May, I left Calcutta; and on
the next day arrived at Sooksagur, a valuable
and rising plantation, the property of Messrs.
Crofts and Lennox. These gentlemen have
established at this place, a fabrication of white
cloth,. oﬁwduch:t e: Compar%( vxde -an annual

investment, of about two lacks of rupees. ‘They

‘have, also, founded a raw-silk manufactory,

hich, as it bears The ¥ppearance of increase
and improvement, will, I hope, reward the

" industrious and estimable kbaurs of its proprie-

tors. In this plantation, a large guantxty of
spmtuous llquor is made, rescmblmg, in an infe- -
rior idégree, tlie American rum, which, since
the commencement of the Dutch- wat, has be-
Gotné 'ih ‘great démand.: ' Being applied to all
the udes” af'the Batavia adrack, a ‘considerable
Lienefit 34 ekpected:to atise to the Bengal pro-
vifige; ifiom- a ¢urteht .sale of. this commodity.
By _fjusxice t6 those who bavich their country by
a0 ntioduction of valiable ‘manufactures, the
Gioverninent idcalled upon, to yield them every
protcctxon arid grant them every fair: indul-
gence ; it is, hkéw:se the duty of the man of
obseivation, to -circulate ‘the success ‘of such
works, that an emulation may warm the breasta
of his fellow citizens, and that those who pro-
Jject them, may receive the tribate of applause,

“due to genius and industry. It must not be -
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omitted, that this new establishment hath beea
noticed' by the particular attemtion of. the

Govegnment of Bengal, which, on many other

eccasions, has evinced .a zealous disposition,

" in’ enedbraging and promotmg useful - under-

~ takings.

Tur English should no longcr account them-
selves sojourners in this country ; tliey are now,
virtually, its lords paramount, and their policy

-should not be that of a day; but, considering

the opulence and wealth of the subject as close-
ly tending so emrich the commen state, they
should, at large, support his wants, and en-
courage his labours.. A conduct equally wise.
and profitable, would conduce to the increase
of public, ahd private, prosperity, and operate
as a compensatory retribution for some actions,
which cannot bear tlie test of investigation;
and which have, already, involved the rational
character in disgrace. In touching on this
subject, 1 am_ necessarily ted into reflections on

"'the commerce of Bengal, interior and foreign,

and on the common want of SpeClC, throughout

* thé ‘province.

PreviovsLy 10 the era in which the English.

‘became possessed of Bengal, the different na-

tions who visited it, were obliged to give specie

far the greatest portion of the commodities they

purchased ; there being but a small pro-
B 2 ' :
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portion of articles taken in barter by the
. natives. ' This species of commerce, so lucrative
‘to India, and which must have depesited a
Jarge amouht of gold and silver, continued: for
- upwards of acentury and an half But, after
_the English Government was established  in
‘Bengal, the necessity of this commercial system
no longer existed ; the amount of the revénues
became sufficient to purchase the cargoés of the
country, and to defray the public expenditures:
‘here; -otie ' channel - of the influx of specie
-imto Bengal was stopped, and it witt be found,
.also, that.the revolutions, which in that quarter,
-advanced the fortunes of the English, have
- materially lessened the like imports of the other
European nations, who traded to Bengal. For,
exclusively of findibg a current sale for their
.commodities, they.hake been enabled to procure,
framr the:'English,: .large sums of money, for
“bills~on: Europé. :“An .important change has
also been effected ‘on thé interior commerce of
Bengal, . by the extmctxon of ‘the. Mahomctan'
dominions, “ -~ -
THE native princes, and chiefs of a various
“description, the retainers of numierous depen-
dants, afforded a constant employment to a vast
numbér of ingedious manufacturers, who sup-

plied their masters with gold and silver stuffs, S

curiously flowered, plain muslins, a diversity;
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of bequtiful silks, and other articles of Asiatic

luxzury ; the uge ‘of which, -wealth, and a pro- -
pensipy te a.voluptuous life, naturally excited.

. -These Mahometan, or Hiundoo, chiefs, haye

either been removed, or, ‘being.no longer pos-

_.sessed of their former resource, have fallea into

Jpoverty and-decay ; and the artisans; who had
been supported in their professioms by these
powerful and wealthy masters, were, on their
expulsmn, obliged, from a want of subsistence,
to quit their professions, or the country.  Hence,
.many branches of rare manufacture, -evidently
declined ; and some of the most presious are

_mnow no longer known. The distractéd and

unpovenshed condition of the Moghul and
Persian empires, "hath contributed, consider-
ably, to-lessen the great demand which was
made by thgse states, for the prddu.ce of Bengal,
when Delhi and Ispahan enjoyed - reigns of
grandeur gpd vigour. Wheg- it is cousidered,
that. the Moghul  court, ‘whether in .its splen-
dour*.or wealth, -exceeded that -of- all other
nations; that the numerous governors, inter-
spersed througbout the provinces,; adopted the

~manners of sovereign princes, and that all their

maoye luxurious articles of dress were fabricated
in Bengal; we must. conclude, that the discon-

. tinuation of such a traffic has produced strong

effects. In describing this commercial event,.
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whicli bas brought an evident change in the
quafity of the trade of Bengal, I am not utho-
rized, by 'any specific knowledge, to-say, that
argeneral injury has been felt by the country;-
perhaps, the losses which have been sustained
~ are’ counterpoised by the -augmentation of the
cargoes, though of a different species, which
are now tratisported; aanually, to Europe.:
Havixe already noticed the large influx of
European -specie, or hullion, in this country,
and the cause of the cessation of this traffic, I
will offer some desultory sentiments, on “the
subjeet of the diminution of the coin in Bengal,
of which, grievous complaints have long existed.
During the Mahometan administration, private
wealth was usually expended en tli€ spot where
it had been acquired ; and though severity and
. oppression might have been exercised in the
" accumulation, yet, by .its quick circuldtion, .
through the many channels . of laxury, the
country at large was improved and embellished,
without any decrease of the general currency.
It may be -urged, that the expenditure of
Europeans, in their public and private buildings,
has, adequately, supplled the wants of the ar-
tisan and labourer. . But, I'am led to hazard an
opinion, that this amount’ falls much short of
that applied by the preceding princes to the
constraction of mosques, baths, Hindoo tem-
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ples, gr;nd res¢rvoirs of water, spacious gardens,
together with a variety of costly private edxﬁpes
These modes of expence are neither a,daPtecI to
the genius, or mcl,ma.tg?n of Europegns whg
have. no religious passion to grq,tlfy, nor are
they impelled, by patriof zeal, Yo raise monu-
ments of grandeur in Indxa. but, holdmrr them-
selves the moveable tena.nts of the day, they
 are eager to reach their native home, that they
may there enjoy the fruits of their Iabgur.

As- the remittance of - Enghsh progexty to
Europe could not be sufficiently atta,med, by
means of public bills," the servants of the Com-
pany, and private merchants, have. been often
drivep to the necessity of exporting specie,
though such a medium be attended with heavy
loss ; or they are induced to throw their cash
into forgign funds, whereby their epemies, or
at least, their rivals, are enriched. .The injuri-
ous tendency of this limitation of public re-
mittance, having been so severely felt, and
repeatedly represented to the superior Govern-
ment in England, it is to be. expected that the '
. ¢hannel of conveymg property from India, will
be opened in so efficient a manuer,  that the
nqccsmy of pursuing, in future, the destructive
alternative of exporting gold and silver, ,or

“employing foreign ggents, will be, wholly,
obviated. As the private cash taken up in
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India will be invested in Indxan produce, and
sent to- Europe, for the express purpose of
discharging the bills drawn; the position is
clear, excepting in the evcnt' of - unfor‘cséen
calamity, that the sales of the ‘cargoes; - in
Europe, will enable the East-India Company- to
discharge the requisite payments. - In téstimony
of -the - vast .inherent resource' of Bengal; it i8
nedessary to observe, that the wealth of this
proviace, ‘which has supported, by its'millions,
the Coromandel and Malabar coasts, foreign
and domestic wars, and the trade of China and
Bencoolen, must have been accumulated in’
the space of sixty or seventy years.
From the period of Aurungzebe’s’ death *,
until nearly the date of our territorial establish-
.'ments in India, when the Moghul Empire still
‘preserved a large possession of its power, the
“balance of the revenues of Bengal was punctu-
Aally conveyéd, in specie and { bills, to the
Imperial treasury.- The remittance of- this
amount has been known to cause so great a
scarcity of money, that many persons, possessed
of even large property, have incurred- difficul-
ties, in defraying their domestic expences.
Though the maritime commerce of Bengal does

* This Prince died, A. D. 1708 - .
+ A crore of rupees, or million sterling, has been sent mthe
" -course of one year from Bengal to' Dethi.
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not maintain the vigour which accompanied it,
whilst ‘the Europeans “were confined to the
- coasts ‘of Ind:a, and- exercised simply the pro'-
fession ‘of merchants, 4 ‘brisk and importaut
trade is yet carried on at Galcutta. The advan-
tageous traffic that subsisted formcrly between
this port and .Pegue, Slam, and the Malay
islands, now feebly remains; and, unless some
favourable change is speedily effected, bears
“the appearance of a total failure: Though these
branches of commerce, silver bullion, gold-dust,
and precious stones, were introduced into
Bengal; from whence, in return, raw and
wrought silks, coarse’ cotton cloths, opium,
and ‘salt-petre, were experted. It hath’ also
‘been alleged, that, within fhese late years,
the maritime trade of Bengal has feceived #
check from an embargo, or, what is tantamount,
un éxcessive high duty laid on the importatian
of foreign salt. This resgriction has reduced
the number of ships, and lessened the consi-
terable exportation of grain, whigh, before
that period, annually tosk place at the port of
Calcutta: yet, though it may have injured the
exterior commerce, the revenue of the Ganges
salt has been increased, by this restriction, to
an amount never produced at any former period.
It is painful, perhaps®not just, to expatiate on
the” defects, or the misfortunes of a country,
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and hold them out to. public view; .without
proposing remedies. for the ills that are ex-
hibited. The scanginess of my local knowledge, -
will only permit me . to say, that as the welfare
of the British dominion in India, ultimately
depends on thé prosperity of Bengal, no labour
sheuld be thought irksome, no rational plan
left untried, which may xmprove its revenue,
or gncowrage its trade.

On the 29th of May I aryived.at Berham-
pore. In this cantonment, which is large and
commodiqus, . are stationed three regiments of
Scpoys,. and a battalion of E}uropeans' On
the 15th of June, made .an excursion to
Mooreshedabad, and its envxrons, that I mwht
vijew the theatre on whlch those mterestmg
schemes .had been agttatcd, which, after a
series of intrigue and ‘bloodshed, ad\)anoed
the English to the dominion of a wealthy
kmgdom :

Ar the distance of a mile belaw the mty, and
on the gpposite bank of the river, stands the
" burying place of Ali Verdy Khan, knawn also
in India by the name of Mahobut Jung; a mafx,
who, by his abilities as a soldier and a states-
man, raised himself from a private condition, to -
‘the Subahdarry of Bengal. He maintained an
obstinate war with the Mahrattas, for the space
of eight years, and was, after an obstinate
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strugglc, obliged to cede to. .them the dzstne,ts

. of Kuttack.

Not far from the tomb' of Muhobut Jung,
lies interred his nephew, Seraje-ud-Dowlah, well
known in. English higtory, by his capture of Fort
William, and afterwards, confining the unfortu- _
nate, garrison in-a close dungeon; where most
of them died from the severity of their situation.
The fate of this young man was smilar to
that of many an Eastern Prince; of such; es-
pecially, who experience a reverse of fortune.—
Seraje-ud-Dowlah was betrayed by Meer Jaffien,
at the battle of Plassey, and assassinated a short

" gime after, by his order. 'Were the conduct of

Mecr. Jaffier to be tried by the law of natural
affections, or by the rules of private honeur, it
wmust appear tainted with a die of deep hue.
Maliobut Jung, thinking te secure to his suc-
cessor the attachment of Meer Jaffier, bestowed
on this officer, the highest office of Government,
with his sister in marriage; and on his death-
‘bed, . in the most earnest manner, delivered the
young Nabeb to his tutelage and protection.

Mahobut Jung should have known, from suc-
cessful experience,® that no ties are sufficiently
coercive to restrain the wild force of ambition ;

.particularly that species of it found in an

* He had made a successful use, in his attainment of power, of °
the various instruments of intrigue and treachery.
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. Auatlc breast, which is seen to brcak down
every fence. '
Tae Mollahs, who .are employed here to’
offer up their prayers for the dead, said, that
the widow of 'Seraje-ud -Powlah, frequently
comes to this mausoleum, and performs certain
ceremonies of meurning, in memory of her de-
ceased husband. - Mooreshedabad, which now -
* bears the 'various marks of poverty and decay,
an evident result of the removal of the seat of
Government, is a eity of no old date; as the
sesidence of the subahs of Bengal, who, not many
years ago, kept their court at Rajah Mhal, about °
one hnndred «miles further up the river. The
present Subahdar, Mubarick-ud-Dowlah, grand-
son of Meer Jaffier, and son of the Nabob
Mirun, who was said te have been killed by
lightning, receives an annual stipend of six-
" teen lacks of rupees, from the Company’s trea-
Sury : having never been vested with the power,
or possessed of an aspiring temper, he is the less
restless, in his-present situation. As the Ruitish
nation, in the acquisition of their possessions in
Bengal, have been materially aided, . by the fa-
mily of Mubarick-ud-Dowlah, they should not,
-from any narrow scheme.of economy, recede
" from their engagements with this prince, who,
though flattered by the most indulgent at-
“tention, must still have mortifying moments,
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unless he is wholly bereft:of the sense of feeling,
‘or the faculty' of reflectivn. - No buildings of
note are seen ‘in the city of Mooreshedabad :

that which ‘most attracts ‘the ttention, is the’
cemstery of Meer Jaffier, his begum; and the
‘Nabob Mherun * :'few .things are more effica-
cious, in repressing or mocking vanity, of which
affection s0 ample a share has fallen to our tot,
than, dispassionately, to view the repository of
those who in their lives have bee.n'terr'ned great
men, who, ¢ before they shuffled off this mortal

¢¢ coil,” inflamed by pride, avarice, ambition, -

thought empires too narrow for their scope, and

" +that mankind were only created to become the
~instruments. of their . mad desires: these once

tawering creatures, are now, per force, lodged
in very moderate apartments, -where their tur-
bulent schemes sleep in quiet, and their names
are often buried in their ashes. — A tomb is one
of those few appendages -of a great man, in the
possession. of which none envy him..

. 'On the 28d of June, I embarked in a boat at
‘Mooreshedabad, and with a fresh easterly wind, -

" sailed up the river about 30 miles. The boat- -

men, generally Hindoos, fasten the boat b the
shore in the evening, that they may eat and

¥1 h;ue been also informed that Mherun was interred at
Rajemhal. It is not usual among the Mahometans-to erect ce.
notaphs.
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refrésh themselves ; it not being the usage of
their seot to prepare victuals on the water. -
“. 84th.—I saw the villige of Jungypere on the
eastein - shore, where the Company have esta-
blished a factory, for the manufacture of raw
silk. This day our course was about twenty
miles. - ‘ e
95th.—Entered the main branch. of the
‘Ganges : — here the river affords a spacious
view, which is terminated, at the extremity of a -
long reach, by a vista of the hills above-Rajah
Mhal,"exte‘nding,'; in a regular chain, to the
north-west. The:Ganges, which at Soety, * is
_full four miles acrass, was thatday roughly agi-
" tated by m strong wind, .which heaving: the
waters into a short “breaking wave, gawe.it the
appearance of an arm of the sea. e riches of
Bengal, with a large portion of the convenishcy
of its inhabitants, are, in an essential degfee,’
~ derived from this river, which, with its name-
tous branches Aowing thraugh andintersecting
an extensive space of country, transportsspeedily,
and at at a moderate expence, the various pro- .
~ duct of districts, towns, and villages, to places,
where they are immediately consumed, or-col--
lected for the supply of more - distant marts,
'The Ganges also afferds a grand aid to the En-

* A village near the head of the Caséinxlbazér river.

A
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glish, in all military operations-within theitown :
territory ; whilst their armies on. the Coro-
mandel and Milabar. Coasts, are,-from a wanv-of
provisions and animunition, cramped and im-
peded in their motions ; &nd dre frequently, for
“the obtainment of these supplies, compelled to
tetreat, on the niotent of reaping the full fruits
of victory. 'But, the Béngal armaments are
fti:mishéd, ftbrh their store boats, with 'em':ry
equipment ; ‘annid the Europeans enjoy,- in their
camps, even ‘the luxuries of Jife..
In. the evening, arrived at' Rajah Mhal, a
former residence.of some of the Bengal subah-
dars. . Al Verdy Khan, in the beginning of
his administration, which commenced in 174%,
removed the seat of Government from this place
to Mooreshedabad. I .could not learn the cause
of this preference ; although not deficient in
enquiry. The natives of India, are not much
addicted to curious mvestigation, and are gene-
rilly inattentive to the history of their own
countty. It would seem that their chief hap-
piness is centered, in enjoying ‘the present hour,
which absorbs every retrospect of the past, and
care of the future. Their pleasures are even in-
doleat and languid, and partake of the mild in.
fluence of their climate, and the easy produce of
afertile soil. Ali Verdy Khan probably removed
his capital to Moorshedabad, that he might keep
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. amore wglldﬁt watch over . the actmns of - the
English, ‘whom, it was said, he feared ; and also
‘more conveniently prosecute the war against the
Mahtattas, who had invaded his country, on the
side of the Kuttack. "Rajah Mbal bears at this
day an impoverished aspect; and were it'not for
‘the heaps of ruins interspersed through the town
" and its environs, which have now mouldered into
a State of deep decay, it would be difficult to
discover, that this place had been, so lately, the-
principal city of -a_pewerful and opulent chief.
Sauntering amongst the ruined buildings, I
strajed into a small garden adjoining the bank
of the river; where perceiving an old man, em-
.ployed in digging, I entered into a conversation
-with him. Happening to be more intelligent
than the common ‘class, and agreeably to the
period of his hfe, very narrative, he afforded me
much amusement in his relation and rémarks.
“This old Cicerene observed, that the. very spot
which he was then. cultivating, was the site of
the Nohet Ghah, or the music-hall of the old pa-
lace; and that within his recollection, a capa-
cious O'axden had extended in front of his little
~ enclosure, which the Ganges had-now swept.
‘away. The instability of the monuments of
human grandeur cannot, in any region of the -
globe, I apprehend, be moré faithfully, or more
grievously exemplified than at Rajah Mhal; yet
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I must exclude from this range of ruins the con-
venient and hospitable house of Mr. Cleveland,
which formed a part of the Subahdar’s palace.

On' the 26th, passed, with a fresh easterly wind,
the village of Sickergully, (where a heavy swell
had nearly overset the boat)and observed near
it a neat building, which had been erected by
Mr. Cleveland, for the accommodation of pas-
sengers. o

27th.—Saw the town of Pointee, near which,
on an eminence, stands an Hindoo, or Maho-
metan mansion ; and a mosque, now apparently
in disuse. Adjacent to these buildings, a mo-
nument has been raised to the memory of a Mr.
Middleton, who died there, on his journey to
Calcutta: these objects would not perhaps de-
serve notice, did they not present picturesque
land-marks.

28th.—The wind being light, and the current
stmng, -the men were obliged to track the boat.
These two last days we proceeded only about
thirty miles. An evident danger is incurred by
approaching the banks of the Ganges during the
latter season of the rain, from their frequently
falling, being of great height in many places,
and chiefly composed of loose soil, the weight of
carth deseending on 3 boat, would undoubtedly
destroy it. ‘

29th.>~At noon, arnved at J ungherah a

VoL, L (Y
v
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small rocky island, on which stands a seminary
of Hindoo mendicants, and on one.of the sides
_are seen some figures of very apcient sculpture,
.A long line of hills, running from the south-east
to the north-west, forms here a beautiful termi-
mation of a broad range of the river. - It has
heen said, that Seraje-ud-Dowlah was assassina-
ted at Jungherah, whither he had fled for shel-
ter from the pursuit of Meer Jatfier ; but it
should seem more probable, that he was appre-
hended near this place, and carried to Moorer
shedabed. '

Tuis day, observed the frame of a well buxlt
of bricks, chat stood in the middlg of the stream,
with jts w3ll in perfect copdition, full fifteen
feet above the surfage of the water.. It must
have pertained to some village, bardering on the
Ganges ; now destroyed by the eucroachmcnt
of its flood.

‘Prociepkep this day, aboyt 35 miles, and in
the evening, saw Mongheer, where I arrived
_the next day. The fortisin a deca,yed candi-
tion, as well as the private buildings, which are
. uninhabited. The situation, which occupies a
flat of great extent towards the westward, and
bas tie Gapges on the north, ‘is cqxfa}ly, well
chosen for defence, and comveniency, Oune of
the angle bastions commands a beautifully wind-
ing view of the river, which is closed by arange
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of distant hills. It appears that the present fort
of Mongheer was built by Sultan Shujah, the
second son of Shah Jehan,* who governed the-
~ provinces of Babar and Bengal, and was held
in high estimation by the natives, for his libe-
rality and equitable administration. As some
relation of Sultan Shujah, (especially of thie lat-
“ter period of his life, which was involved in a
séries of calamity) may excite yourattention, and
enable me to.offer up a tribute of pity to the me-
mory of an unfortunate, but gallant, prince, 1
will lay it_before you, agreeably to the memoirs
of M. Bernier, one of the most accurate and

ingenious writers, om the history of Hindostan.
 Artir the battle of Albabad, in which he
had been worsted, Sultan Shujah retired inte
the interior parts of Bengal, with his. army,
where he made a vigorous stand against the arms
of the Emperor{. Bernier says, ‘‘There re-
‘¢ maided, now, no other thorn in the side of
“ Aurungzebe, than Sultan Shujah, who still
“ maintained himself in Bengal ;. but he was at
‘ length forced to yleld to the power .and for-
“ tune, of his brother.

* This Prince eaused a broad and deep trench to be cut from
the river to .the hills, (very perceptible traces of which are now t0
be seen) for the more effectually defending this post against the

"attack of Aurungzebe’s army, which had pursued him' from the
¥pper paris of the country.

% Aurungzebe,

c2
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“ Amir Kumra,* by the numerous bodies of
# troops that had joined him, was enabled to
‘ hem in the army of Sultan Shujah, on both
sides of the Ganges, and to compel that prince
to seek refuge at Dacca, a town situate on’
# the extremity of Bengal, towards the sea side ;
 and here, ensues the conclusion of the tra-
¢ gedy. The Sultan Shujah, being destitute of
ships to put to sea, and not knowing whither
£ to fly, sent his eldest son, Sultan Banque, to-
the King of Racan,t or Mug, who was of
¢ Heathen religion, to know, whether he might
# be permitted to take shélter in his country,
¢ for a certain time, and when the monsoon, or
$¢ periodical winds should set in, whether he
‘¢ could be furnished with a vessel, to carry
“ him to Mecca, from whence he intended
4 passing into some part of Turkey, or Persia-
¢¢ Sultan Banque returned to Dacca, with some
¢ galleasses, manned, with Feringhis, I mean,-
¢ those fugitive Portuguese Christians, who had
*¢ entered into the service of the King of Racan,
¢ aund were employed in no other business than
¢.ravaging the lower parts of Bengal. The
"¢ young man repoyting-to his father, that he had
¢ been kindly received, and had full assurances
¢ of protection, and assistance given him ;

The Officer commandidg the expedition against Sultan Shujab,”

-
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Sultan Shujah, with his family, consisting of
three sons, daughters; and their mother, em-
barked at Dacca. On their arrival at Racan,
they were treated with much civility, and pro-
vided with such necessaries, requisite for
their subsistence, as the country afforded,

in the name of the King. Some months pass
' away, the season of the favourable winds also

approaches, but no mention is made of the ves-
sel, though the Sultan required it, on no other
terms than the payment of the hire, for he,
yet, wanted not rupees of gold and silver, or
gems. —He had, indeed, too great a plenty of
them, his wealth being;, in all appearance, the
cause. of his ruin, or at least, contributing

.much-to it. 'This prince might long enough

have solicited for a ship ; all was in vain ; he

' effected nothing.—On the contrary, the King

began to shew great coldness, and to coms
plain of his not coming to see him. I know
not whether Sultan Shujah thought it un=
worthy of himself, and too great a condescen~
sion to visit this King ; or rather, whether
he feared, that being in the power of their
chief, his person might be seized on, for the
purpose of plundering his treasure, and that
he himself might be delivered into the hands
of Amir Kumla, who had offered, in the
name of Aurungzebe; large sums of money,

1
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“¢ with other considerable advantages, for ob-
¢ taining the possession of this unfortunate
¢ family. :

““ WaaTEVER might have been the -cause,
. % Sultan Shajah did not go thither, but sent his
‘¢ eldest son; who, on approaching the dwell-
“ ing of the King, began to display his libera-
¢ lity to the people, by throwing amongst
‘ them a considerable quantity of rupees of

% gold and silver, and when he came before

¢ the King, he presented him with rich em-
“-broideries, and rare pieces of goldsmith’s
“ work, set with precious stones of great value ;
¢ excusing at the same time, on account of
¢ .some illness, his father, in whose name he had
“ now to entreat, that the ship, which had been
‘¢ ptomised, might be held in readiness. But,
“ all that the Prince had done, had not advan-

‘“ ced his business; on the contrary, this King, .

¢ in the course of five or six days after, made
.4 demand of one of the daughters of Sultan
“ Shujah, in marriage, in which the father re-
- ¢ golving never to'acquiesce, the King bccame
“ highly offended. T
“ Sultan Shujah seeing the season fot smlmg
¢ had passed away, and perceiving the situation
“ in which he was then placed was a desperate
‘¢ one, determined on pursuing equally despe-
‘- rate measures, and undertook the performance
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of an action, which may afford a great ex-
ample of the efforts of despair. Although
this King of Racan, in his religion, is a Pagan,
there are many Mahometans, mixed with the
people, who have either chosen to ggtire
antongst them, or have been enslaved by the
Portuguese before mentioned, in their ex-
peditions to the neighbouring coasts. Sultan
Shujah secretly gained these men, whom he
Joined with two or three hundred of his
own people, the remainder of those who fol-
lowed him from Bengal; and with this force
he resolved to surprize the house of the King,
put his family to the sword, and make him-
self sovereign of the country. This bold
attempt, which resembled more the enterprise
of a desperado, than that of a prudent man,
yet,  had, from the intelligence I colected
from many Mussulmen, Portuguese, and
Hollanders, who were then on the spot, a
certain feasibility in it. But the day before
the blow was to be given, a discovery was
made of the design, which altogether ruined
the affairs of Sultan Shujah, and involved in
it. the destruction of his family. For, after
this failure, having no further hope of retrie--
ving his fortune, he endeavoured to escape
into Pegu; a purpose, in a manner impossi-
ble to be effected, by reason of the vast
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‘“ mountains and forests that lay in the way;
‘¢ besides, they pursued him so closely,. that he
¢ wds overtaken, the same day on which he
“ fled. I may be well imagined, that Sultan
¢« Shujah defended himself, with the most ob-
“ stinate courage. The numbet of Barbarians
¢ that fell under his sword will scarcely be cre-
¢ dited ; but at length, overpowered by the
* multitude of his enemies, he was forced to
¢ quit the combat. Sultan Banque, who had

‘ not advanced as far as his father, fought like

“ a lion, until covered with the blood of the
“ wounds he received from the stones, that had
“ been showered upon him from all sides, he
‘“ was seized on, and carried’ away, with his
“ mother, two young brothers, and his sisters.

¢ All that could be learned of the fate of Sultan -

¢ Shujah, himself, was, that, accompanied by
‘“ one waman, an eunuch, and two other persons,
‘* he ascended the top of a mountain ; that he
¢ was wounded on the head with a stone, which
¢ struck him down ; but that the eunuch having
“ bound up the wound, with his own turban;

“ he arose again and escaped into the midst of -

¢ the woods. This relation I have heard re-
‘¢ counted in many different ways, by those
¢ even that were on the spot, which. gave rise

“ to a variety of reports of this Pringe, and

“ spread frequent alarms at the court of Delhi.”
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TH1s writer, after giving a detail of the
many conjecturés, that were formed of thq' fate
of Sultan Shujah, mentions, that he travelled
from Bengal to Masulipatam, with an eunuch of

. that Pnnce, and his former commandant of ar-
~ tillery, who told him that Sultan Shujah was

dead, but observed a strict reserve in communi-
cating any farther information. Mr. Bernier
supposes, that if Sultan Shujah was not slain
on the place of action, he must have died,
soon after; falling either into the hands of rob-
bers, or a prey to the wild beasts, with which
the forests of that country abound.
SuBSEQUENTLY to this event, the remaining
branches of the family were thrown into prison,

- where they were treated with much rudeness;

but after some time, Bernier says, they received
a milder treatment, which was chiefly caused by
the marriage of the eldest daughter of Sultan
Shujah, with the King of Racan. The sequel of
this event sets forth, that the servants of the Sul-
tan Banque were discovered in forming another
conspiracy, with those Mahometans, who have
been already noticed, and that the King being
now violently exasperated against this unfortu-’
nate-family, ordered it to be extirpated ; nor
did any branch remain, excepting the Princess,
whom he had espoused.*

* T have been the more induced to insert this relation of the fate
of Sultan_Shujah, as it places the conclusion of a curious histarical

passage.
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Cassum Ali Khan, in the last years of his
govepnment, retired to the fort of- Mongheer,
and, actuated by a keen resentment against the
‘English, for their extensive encroachments on
his authority, and the commerce of his country,
he formed the plan of throwing off their yoke,
and annihilating their influence in Bengal. In
addition to these motives, he was urgently inci-
ted to the attempt by the officers of his court
and army, who were necessarily alarmed at the
diminution of their power and lucrative appoint-
ments. Amongst the foremost of these we find
the Armenian Khojah Gregore, who, contrary
to the usage of his country-men, had assumed
the profession of arms, and had risen to high
rank and confidence, in the service of Cassum
Ali.  He seems, with Sumroo, to have borne a
principal part in the war against the English,
- which ultimately involved, as is- well known,
the ruin of Cassum, and the destruction of the
Mahometan dominion in Bengal. Gregore also
lost his life ; for, on a suspicion of intriguing
with the Armenians of Calcutta, he was cut
off, previously to the expulsion of his master.

ima point of view, different from that described by a late writer
(Col. Dow) on the Empire of Hindostan ; who, however well-
founded his claims to accuracy, could not have attained the pos-
session of more authentic documents, than a person, who was him-
self brought fofward into the action of the day, and whose writings
for the space of more than 100.years, have horne the test of truth, -

\
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.With Cassum Al * ended, virtually, the power

of the subahdars of Bengal. Meer Jaffigr, in
his last administration, made a feeble attempt
to resume his authority, but it soon terminated
in his death, and“in leaving the English the
supreme rulers of an extensive and valuable
territory. - «

I suourp be ill entitled to a place, even
amongst the most tfite observers, did I not, be-
fore I quitted this part of the country, throw
my mite-into the fund of general applause which
has been bestowed on Mr. Cleveland, This

. gentleman, whom I never saw, but whose works

loudly proclaim his merit, and diffuse his praise,
has, by an equitable and judic¢ious management
of the Rajah Mahl and Bauglepour districts,

“ considerably increased the number of inhabi-

tants, and improved, as well as facilitated, the
collection of the revenue. The increase of popu-
lation is conspicuously seen in the dependency

¥* Cassum Ali Chan, after wa.ndering about the upper provinces,
and soliciting the aid of various chiefs against the English, sought

. protection at the court of Delhi.  He evinced thesame intriguing

and samguinary digposition in domesticlife, ashad marked his publie
character. He endeavoured, it is said, to supplant the Minister at
Delhi, by an offer of a large donation tothe King ; and he is accused

. of murdering, at'different times; the women he carried with him

from Berigal. At his death, which happened at the village of Kuts

. wall, in 1777, the Gourt seized on his estate, the value of which

was ‘computed at ore’thousand pounds;—a small residue of the
Plunder of Bengal and Bahar ! .

~
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of Mongheer, and in the extensive mercats of
that place, which are resorted to by a concourse
of various traders. - He hath also made strenuous
exertions, in drawing the adjacent Mountaineers,
from their fastnesses to the plains. Nor have
his labours failed of success. Twelve hundred
of these men have entered into our service, and
areembodied in a corps, which bears the appear-
ance of becoming useful to the state. The in-
dulgent treatment shewn them, with the supe-
rior advantages which- they derive, must ope-
rate as powerful inducements to their brethren,
in following so profitable an example. The de-
predations of these people had, at former periods,
rendered the passage of the roads in that quar-
‘ter so unsafe, that escorts were stationed at cer-
tain posts, for the protection of travellers ; and
detachments of two or three battalions, have
occasionally been sent against the savage inha-
bitants of the Baglepour hills ; who are now be-
come the guardians of a country, which they had
long wasted, by rapine and bloodshed.

Mr. Cleveland has established small buildings,
at most of the halting places within his districts,
for the accommodation of travellers; and the
natives of those parts, who seem to have profited
by the conduct of their chief, are peculiarly
- attentive to strangers. Sach have been the ad-
vantages, which the state, and a body of peo-
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ple have derived, from the public spirit, and the
benevolent efforts of one man! But his regard
hath been bounteous and complete. He hath’
enjoyed the honour of exalting, in a distant’
land, the character of his nation, and felt sen-
sations which transport the mind beyond the
reach of fortune.

On the 3d of July, I left Monoheer ; and
arrived, on the 5th, at Patna, by water. This
city is spacious and populous, though mueh fal-
len from the importance it held, during the resi-
dence of the Subahdar of Bahar. The great quan-
tity of poppies cultivated in the contiguous
districts, from which opium of an excellent qua-
lity is produced, together with extensive
salt-petre works, have rendered Patna opulent,
and the center of an exténsive commerce. The
different manufactures of silver, iron, and wood,
are little inferior in this city, to those of Eu-
rope ; and ‘when the rudeness of the tools, with
the simplicity of the process, is examined, the.
degree of delicacy which the artisans have ac-
- quired in their several professions, must chal-
lenge a high admiration.

THE numerous ruins of public and private
edifices, scattered through the town of Patna,
and its environs, indicate a former grandeur and
extent, which now no longer exist. An ancient
pame of this place, still known to some of the
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more intelligent inhabitants, and bearing an
affinity to that given, by Strabo and Pliny, to
the sup?osed capital of India, has suggested an
opinion, that Patna occupies the situation of
the celebrated Palibertha ; which is farther sub--
stantiated by the geographical observations of
Major Rennel.—Curiosity, and the desire of the
moment to indulge a melancholy idea, led me
to the spot, where the English were massacred
by the order of Cassum Ali. - The former bnild-
ings are removed, amnd a well-proportioned
monument has been erected in commemora-
tion of that dreadful event, though without any
inscription. Perhaps it had been consistent with
sounder policy, that no such memorial had been
fixed ; but as it was judged expedient to record,
thus publicly, an act of treacherous cruelty, the
cause, I think, should have been explained.
_-On the 138th of July, I left Patna, and on
the same day arrived at Muzufferpour, the resi-
dence of the Collector of Tirhoot, an extensive
district; about forty miles to the northwaid - of
Patna, and produeing a revenue of about six
and a half lacks of rupees.

Ix the neighbourhood of Muzuifcrpour, an
action was fought in 1760, between Mherim, the
eldest son of Meer Jaffier, assisted by the
English troops, apd Kadim Hussein Khan, the
chief of Purnea, in which the latser was defeated.
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A few days after the engagement, Mherim died,
struck, it was said, by lightning. . The father
believed that his son had been cut off by an
assassin, and he loudly accused Cassum Ali of
the murder. The event having removed 3
strong bar to Cassum’s ambition,-and there also
appearing some suspicious circumstances, at

‘tending the alleged cause of his death, Meez

Jatfier may be justified in believing, that his son

had been taken off, by an avowed rival, who was

seen at a subsequent period, inddlging an im-
placable and sanguinary temper.

- ON the 80th' of July, crossed the country,

and went to Choprah, a long straggling town,

* lying on the northern side of the Ganges, about

twenty miles above Patna. - Choprah is the resi-
gence of the Callector of Sarun and Champoran ;
districts yielding on annual revenue of fourteen

“and ap half lacks of rupees The French and

Dutch bad* factories at this place, chiefly for
the purpose of .manufacturing salt-petre, in
which commedity this part of the country proe
fusely. abounds, It is not upworthy of notice to
remark, that the Duteh, though obliged to.pus.
¢hase the greater portion of their crude sajt-petre
from the English, were enabled to sell it in its

® Thisletterwas written during the war with France and Holland,
whes these places had beon captured by the English. ‘

-
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+ purified state, at a lower rate than that manu- °
factured by the English Company, and of a
superior quality. This commercial advantage,
may be ascribed to thg rigid system of ceco-
nomy observed by the Dutch in all their opera-
tions, and to a persevering attention to business,
with which that people seem constitutionally
endowed.

O the 12th of August, lcft Choprah, and on
the 17th arrived by water at Buxar. It was in
the vicinity of this place that Cassum Alj,
joined by Shujah-ud-Dowlah, with the whole of
that Prin¢e’s army, made his last effort against
the arms of the English. The superior numbers
of the enemy who crowded the plains of Buxar,

"availed them little, when opposed to the small,
but well arranged, and determined body of the
English ; who, after a smart action of two hours,
completely routed the combined forces, and
captured the whole of their artillery. This ac-
tion, heretofore so amply described, had not
perhaps now been adverted to, but for the inr-~
pulse of an earnest desire of imprinting anew on
your memory, the services performed on that
day by the British troops; to whom their
country stands indebted for a singular exalta-
tion of its fame, and the acquisition of solid
benefits. A

THE fort of Buxar, which, though small, is
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yet sufficiently tenable.to resist the.-common
attacks of a mative power, stands gu. the exte-
rior limits of the Bahar province. The present
commandant has added to -the strength of the
fort by some late 1mprovemcnts ; and for a more
extensive protection of the 1nhab1ta.nts of the
~ adjacent town, hé has encompassed a wxde space
to the eastward of the fortlﬁcatlons, thh aram-
part and ditch. :
The curiosities to be seen at Buxar are few,
apd, excepting one, not worthy of enumeration. .
But this one, the Hindoos hold in a degree of
estimation mnot inferior to that of the Neapoli-
tans for the blood of Saint Januarius, or those
of their faith>in general for the holy house at
Loretto. The monument in question, which is
erected on a small mount to the westward of the
- fort, is sacred to the memory of the Gold Ram,
who is seen occasionally officiating as the Mars
of the Hindoos ; and is said fo have the direc-
tion of war and victory.. It would appear, that
Ram, whilst a youth, made a visit to this emi-
nence, and .tarried on it for the space of seven
days, where he was taught from some learned
master of the science, the art of managing the
bow, a_nd wonderful were his feats with this
weapon in after-times: indeed, were the most

moderate of ‘them to be recorded, it would be.
VOL. I, D

4



R rorbrEn’s bhavens,
readily admitted withodt torturing the phi'ase, .
 that Rain ‘“ drewq fong bow.”

Ar the distance of tivo miles to the westward
6f Bukat, the Toritt Nullah, a rivulet which falls
into the Ganges, ‘terminates the province 6f
Bahar, 4hd divides it from Benares. Though
the Carathnassa river, froin beitig %of greater
* niote than the Nuflah, add runhing contiguous
to it, is generally denominated the boundary.
In crossing this rivér on service, -the officers on
the Bengil establishment become entitled to a -
double portion of their usual pay, for tlie Better

enabling thein to defrdy the extraotdindry éx- -
~ pencesincurred in coutitties far distant from the
séa-cousts, and whtre Eurdpean drticles, from
the chatges of conveyante, stll at ah advanced
prlcc

THE view froth Buar into the Beres pro-
vihce, ‘ptésents a scene of infinite gratification -
to the sense. Yot see an extended plain skirt-
¢d by a brdad winding river, and chequeéred
with exuberant fields of corn, groves of lofty
spreading treeés, and large villages; the whole
coihbihes in it ‘somre of the grandest objects in
hature, 4nd impresses the mind with chcerfnl- '
Tess and: content:

‘LE¥r Buxar on the 23d, and arrived on the
‘96th at Béhares, to which city from Mongheer, -
the distance by water is about 280 miles.
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In the relation of this sailing excursion
through the provinces, you will doubtless see
many inaccuracies. You will likewise see that I
have too narrowly circumscribed the description
of a country, which with a fertility that con-

veys the idea of plenty, and national security,
holds out to the eye, a grand and various scope
of the most beauuful imagery.

" I gm, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c. &c.

D2
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" LETTER'IL - -

L Be'narcs, 30th Septentber, 1782.
.My pEAR SiB,-

. Havineg given you a cur-
sory detail of my journey from Calcutta to Be-
nares, with the remarks that occurred; I will
. now lay before you the result of my enquiries
and ebservations at this place. Should errors
arise in the investigation of a subject, hitherto
slightly discussed, and, from its extensive va-
riety, perplexed and abstruse, I must entreat an
indulgént eve; and though mistaken in my
opinions, I presume to hope for some commen-
dation, ‘were it only for endeavouring to admx-
nister a rational pleasure.

THE city of Benares, for its wealth, costly
buildings, and the number of its inhabitants, is
classed in the first of those now remaining in the
possession of the Hindoos. To describe with a
due degree of precision the various temples de-
dicated at Benares, to the almost innumerable

L 4
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deities, andto explain the origin of their foun-
dation with the necessary arrangement, would
require a knowledge. far superior to mine in the
mysterious subject of Hindoo Mytholagy. It

Jis at this day enveloped in such deep obscurity,:

that even those pundits the most skilfully versed
in the Sanscrit,® are not able to render it mo-
derately comprehcns;ble to the generalrty of
people. , . T

Bur as some relation of a cnty 80 famous in
Hindoostan, and now so well known in,Europe
for supplying one of the grana sources of the
religious worship of the Hindoos, and being the

chief repository of the science yet existing

among them, may not be unacceptahlé to you;
together with a cursory -investigation .of the
Mythology of Brimha; the task shall be at-
tempted with attention to the- object, and, T
trast, with a strict adherence to truth. :
“Ar the distance of eight miles from the clty
of Benares, as it is approached on the river,

~ from the.eastward, the eyeis attracted by the

view of two lofty minarets, which were erected

' by Aurangzebe, on the foundation of an ancient

Hindoo -temple, .dedicated to the Mhah Deve.
The coustruction on this sacred ruin of so-tow-
ering'a Mahometan pile, which, from its elevated

: * Thelanguage in which the sacred legends of the Hindoos bave

N

been prescrved » . o . o



3 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

height, seems to ook @own with triumph atid

exultation on the fallen state of a city so pro--
foundly revered by the Hindoos, would appear to
hive been pfompted to the mind of Aurungzebe,

by a bigoted and intemperate desire of insulting
their religion. If such was his wish, it hath

been completely fuifilled. PFor the Hindoos

~considet this momument, as the disgraceful

record of a foreign yoke, proclaiming to every
stranger, that their favourite city has been de-
based, and the Wmshvp of ther gody defiled.

From the top of the minarets is seen the entire
prospect - of Benares, which occupies a space of

about two miles and an half along the northern
bank of the Ganges, and generally a mile in- -
land from the river. Many of the houses,

‘which are remarkably high, some of them ha-

ving six and ‘seven floors, are built of stone, re-
sembling that species found in the quarries of
Portland*, and which abounds in this part of the
country. But the streets where these lofty build-
ings stand, are so narrow as not to admit of two

- common carriagés abreast. In addition to-the

peruicious “effect which must proceed from a

- confinell atinosphere, there is, in the hot season,

»¥

an intolerable steneh arising from the miany

pieces of staganéd water dispersed in different

* The Benares, 'or Chunar-Ghur itone, is closer grained and

 decper coloured, than that of Portland.
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fvarters of the.town, whose. waters and borders
are appropriated tp the pecessary uses of the ig-
‘habitants. The filth 3lso, which js ipgiscrimi-
nately thrown into the stregts, and there left
exposed, (for the Hindoos possess byt 3 small
portion of general cleanliness,) add to the com-
pound of ill smelis, so offensive to the European
inhabitants of this city. The irregularand com-
pressed manner which has been invariably adopt-
ed in forming the streets of Benares,has destroyed
the effects which symmetry and arrapgement
would have otherwise bestowed on a city, enti-
tled, from its valuable buildings, to a preference
of any capital which I have seen in India.

IN my research into the principles of the
"Hindoo religion, I received great aid from a
conversant knowledge of the Marhatta lan-
guage, and an acquaintance, though very tri-
vial, with the Sanscrit. The unsg af this last
tongue, now chiefly confined to a particular
gect of Bramins, who officiate in the character of
priests, hath ever heen made the channel of
conveying to the Hindoos, the essential tenets
.of their religion, with all the various forms
" .of .their worship. The Sanscrit is a sonorous
;,language, abounding .in pith and conciseness ;
and’its periods flow with boldness, and terminate
in a cadence peculiarly musical. Anm extract of
a sloke,” or stanza, which has been quoted by
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‘Mr. Haflhed is a striking testimony of the -
nervous composition, and the laconic turn of
the Sanscrit. Being composed of only four .

lines, I will insert it, and endeavour to gwe
- the translatlon literally, and in verse."

Pétache - — rénérvin —- shétr&'),

‘Father in debt — . enemy.

Marzh shétrod . — rEshélence,

Mother ;— enemy  — extravagant, or immoral.
Bhiriah — riip&rviittéé— sh&trdo,

Wife © — beautifil — enemy. .
Pootrg - — shétrod = n/pundltah,
~Son ~ — enemy . — unlearned. o

i

- The mother who hath lost her fame, .
The Sire profuse and foe to shame, .
Aré to their race a pest;

A Bride’s soft joys oft’ thorns implant,
And he who roams in folly’s haunt,
Destroys his father’s rest.

~ Tue Hindoos believe in one God, without
beginning and without end, on whom they be-
~stow, descriptive of his poweérs,- a variety of -
' epithets. Bat the most common appellation,
-and which conveys: the sublimest sense of his -
. gréatness, is, Sree Mun Narrain*. The Hin-

- ® There is reason to believe, that in the more early periods of
_ time, ‘before the priests of the Hindoos had found it expedient, for
the firmer establishment of their sway over the minds of the people,
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doos, in their supplication to the Deity, address
him ‘as endowed with the three attributes of
omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience,
‘which in the Sanscrit are expressed by the
terms, ‘Neerangin, .Neerakar, and Neergoon.
Though these terms may not, in literary strict-
ness, comprise the precise meaning of the
English text, they convey it virtually, and in
the amplest sense.. The Hindoos likewise be-
lieve, that the Supreme Deity possesses a three-
fold form, the parts of which are said to be
separate. It is composed of Sre¢e Mun Narrain,
who is supposed to represent a human form ;
the Alhah Letchinry, described as a beautiful
woman; and a serpent on which the Deity is
seated. This emblematical assemblage, a sym-
bol of strength, love, and wigdoxﬁ, according

to raise a huge superstructure of emblematical worship, the temples
erected to the Supreme Being were plain, and void of personifica-
tion: the remains of one of these are now to be seen on the summit
of a hill, near the city of Kashmire; which, according to tradition,
“had been dedicated to the Creator of the world¢ in which the
prayers of those who entered, were addressed to the Deity without
supplicating the intercession of an intermediate agent, and where
no image, or symbol of Divine power, had a place. A gentleman
of curious research on the coast of Coromandel, informed me, that
at Chilemberum, about 20 miles to the southward of Cudalore, he
saw a religious Hindoo edifice, plain, and withott any interior
figure, which was devoted to the worship of  the Invisible Geod,”
and was never approached but with tokens of profound awe apd
' revevence.
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to the Hindoo faith, is wholly spiritual, and is
" never represented in their temples by any object
of matter: they say it is indivisible, apd of
infinite space®.

Ix the beginning, the Hmdoos bahevc that
the Deity created three men, to whom he gave
-the names of Brimha, Vystnow, and Shevah#.
To the first was committed the power of ereating
mankiod ;—to the second, of cherishing them ;
—and to the third, that of restraining, correct-
ing, and destroying themj. Brimba at one
breath formed the buman kind out of the four
- ‘elements, amongst which he infused, if I ug-
derstand the interpretation, and may be allowed
the temm, a vacuums.

# Perhaps the mysteriops Triad of Plato, who made a free yse
of Eastern knowledge, may have been formed from Indian mia-
“terinls, o '

© 4 Called also Eishever, apd Mbah Deve.

1 In the . capacity of Mhah Deve, he is denoininated ¢ 'I,‘he
Destructive Power.”

~ § Theword in the Sanscrit language, is akash, the .proper sig-
- nification of which, I believe, I was not at the time, .accurately
* informed of ; for it should seem, that Hindoos do net admit of 2
vacuum, in their system- of . nature -—clca:h means, in.a geperal
acceptation, atrial space; but in the present sense, .1 am induced
.to think that it is desiguned by the Hindoos, to denote the grand -
- vivifying principle, termed in ancient fable, the Promethezn -fise,
-supposed to have animated the human body.—Iu this note, it
may not be uninteresting to introduce a tenet of the- Egyptian
‘theological philosophers, which corresponds with the idea .l have
formed of the akush of the Hindoos, and also, tertain opinions

L4
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Brrorr the creation of man, Sree Man Nar.
ratn: formed the world out of a perplexed aggre-
gatwn of matter, which had been covered with

entertained by them of the formaation. of the world, and the cre.
ation of animated bodies. These philosophical priests, who pro-
fessed-the tenets of Menes, their first law-giver, (whom thvy had
deified, und intitled Osiris, or the Sun), said that fire, or rathera
vefined spirit, which they distinguished from the elemental fire,
was diffused through all nature, and composed the essencé of that
being, who first gave form and order to matter. They believed
that five elenents,—the mind, fire, air, earth, and water, constitu-
ted the entire worid: they called the mind Jupiter, which signi-
fies the source of life, and they cousidered him the father of all
intelligent beings. The fire they termed Vuledn, who, theyal.
{edged, contributed chiefly to the production and perfection of all
things. Earth, being as it were the bosom in which all. things
receive the principles of life, was known by the designation of
Mother. The water was called Ocean, to which they.gave the
name of the Nursmg Mother. The air was denominated Minerva,
aud believed to be the davghter of Jupiter, sprung from his brain,
and always a virgin, as this ‘element is incorruptible, and rises to
Heaven.—The Egyptiap philosophers supposed, that all the ori-
ginal matter of the universe had been immerged-in a chaos, and
was gradually separated froi it by fermentation; that the air was
in continual agitation ; that the fire, liberated from ithe grosser
matter, had ascended, and formed the sun.and stars, the highest

" bhjects of the ‘universe ; that spirit; or the mind, the most subtile part

of fire, was dispersed through all parts, te animate life, and impart
voluptary motion. They -added, that the earth and water, which

_after the séparation of the'air were yet embodied, became églobe,

which constantly revolving on its axis, by a motion excited by the
fire the separation of the two bedies was effected ; and that the
tays,of the sun, making new fermentations on the surface of the
earth, yet soft and-slimy, produced numerous excrescences, which,

. nourished and strengthened by the gross vapours of the night,—

the action of the moon,—and afterwards, by the heat of the day,
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the watets, and inhabited by a demen, the sap-
posed author of evil, whom the Godhead drove
_ inte an abyss under the earth*. :

- Tue Hindoos, as Mr. Halhed, in his- transh-
tion of the Code of Hindoo Laws, has fuﬂy set
forth, are .arranged- in four grand casts, or,
tribes ¥ ; that.of the Bramin, -the Chittery, .the
Bhyse, and the Sooder. Each of these casts is
subdivided iuto numerous sects, the particular

appeared at lemgth, in the forms of different animals. . These in
whom the fire predominated, mounted into air, and became birds :
those which participated more of earth, as men, quadrupeds,.and
reptiles, remained on the surface, while the more aqueous sbstan-
cés descended to the waters, their proper place of abode. It was
fiecessary to give reasons, why nature had stopped in her primary.
operations; and did not form nmdoy more animal creatures, as the
manner of formation had been so simple and easy.. Systematic
philesophy, even in its infancy, did not want resource; and that

_of the Egyptians has met the objection, by urging; that nature
bad originally inspired every species of animals with the instinct
of propagation ; having sagely foreseen, that when the sun and
the winds had entirely.dried the earth, it would be incapable of
producing perfect animals. .See Mr. Labbathier's History of An:
&ient Nations, translated by Mr. Stockdale.

* The writers of the Hindoo mythology, have given various and
diffuse descriptions of the origin of the world, and of the human
and -animal race, but unite in blending them with a series of ex-
travagant and didgusting fables. -t -

+ There is in India an aboriginal race of peaple, who are not
classed i in any of the 'sects, and confined to the most menial offices.
They are not permitted to - enter any temple of the Hindoos, and
they -observe no restriction. On some parts of the coast of
Coromandel, they arc called Dheres and Parmhs and in Bengal,
_Harees . ' . - . e -
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.usages of which are preserved. with care and
attentive distinctions. Thére are sectaries, also
-of the same tribe, who do not-admit of the in-
tercourse - of ‘marriagé with ;each other, or of
eating at the same board.,, -It should seem, that -
the gennine race of the Chittery has for a greag
length -of time been:extinct, and that its place
is now occupied by a spurious tribe. The Hin-
doos ‘composing these casts and classes, are
‘ultintately. branched in two divisious ; -the one
denominated Vystnow Bukht ; the other, Shqva'
Bukht.. The followers of 'the former deity are
usually distinguished by a longitudinal mark on
the forehead, whilst those of -the latter draw a
parallel line on that part. Vystnow is worship-
ped under the representation of a human figure,
having a circle of heads, and four hands ; em-
- blems of -an " all-seeing and all-provident Being.
The figure of a fabulous bird, on which he is
supposed to ride;- and denoting the velocity of
his motion, is occasionally placed .in front of
this image. Sheva, or Eishwer, and, as he is
often denominated by the Hindoos, the Mhah
. Deve,. is usually. represented by a compound
figure, deseribing the male and female parts of
generation, and designed as the symbol of pro-
creation and feécundity : these faculties, or qua-
lities, being ¢lassed amongst the choicest bles-
sings of the Hindoos, and the deprivation of .



46 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. -

them deemed a severe reproach’ and misfortune
Facing this designation of Mhah Deve, is somes
times seen, in a suppliant posture, the statue
of a cow, or bull ; an animal said to have de-
rived -his sacred qualities, from having been
chosen by this god, as the favourite medium of
his conveyance. But the more enlightened
pundits say, that.this creature hath been pre-
served from slaughter, by its great utility to
man ; it being his ablest assistant in the labours
of the field, and the chief provider of his.imme-
~ diate Sustenance®. It doubtless argues a:sound
policy in the Hindoos, to stamp the ox with
this sacred mark ; for were its flash eaten, as
Hindostan is thinly supplied with horses, the
various branches -of agnculture would suﬁ’eran ~
essential injury. ’ :
AvxorHER figure represents Shev.a, ‘with four
hands, holding different emblems -of his power ;-
and five heads, four of which are directed to
the cardinal points, and the fifth is placed with -
the face upwards, in the supposed act of con-
templating the godliead. This deity, who occu--
pies numerous forms, is figured also with three
eyes, one of which is placed in the forehead. '
* In- gratitude for the serviece which Brimha
has performed on earth, it would reasonably be-

* Milk and butter compose a great part of the ahment of an )
™ Hindoo. :

o .
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supposed, that the thanksgiving of his pé\éple
- would in some degree¢ ‘be proportioned to his

works. But the Hindoos have not dedicated
one temple to his honour ; nor have they esta- -
blished a single festival, in remembrance of his
deeds. Tt would redound but little to my credit,
did I insert in this place the reasons alleged in
their religious. tracts, for the neglect of Brimha.
It is a tale framed to amuse the credulous Hin-
doo, and procure a meal to an artful priest.
The ostensible want of attention to the memory
of Brimha, may on a more abstracted ground
be astribed to an opihion, that the powers of
procreation having been primarily set in action,

and operating by a law impulsive and undevia-
tihg, ‘whose immediate benefits exist, and are-
conspicuously displayed inits effects, noritual ne-
cesszty called forthe commemoration of its first

. cause, or the propitiation of its future influence.

Tuk Hindoos believe implicitly in predestina-
tion, and in the transmigration of the soul.
The first, though it may operatein cramping tlie
genius and . obstructing its progressive powers,
has a happy tendency in assuaging their mis-
fortunes, and administering a comfort in all the

' wants of life. They say, it is the hand of God,

which for some inscrutable purpose, directs and.
itnpels the actions of his creatures. The doc-
trine of Metempsychosis restrains them from the -

e
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use of ammal food*, an aliment not necessary..
in a hot climate, and often attended with per-
nicious consequences. This restriction may
also have contributed to infuse into the minds
an abhorrence of sanguinary acts, and inculcate
the virtues of humanity and general phllan-
thropy.

- TuEe Hindoos compute their grand evolutxons
of time - -by epochs, called in their language
Jogues, of which there are four, corresponding,
in the ascribed qualities, with the goldeg, sil-
ver, brazen, and iron ages of the ancients.
The present, they say, is the Khullee,{ or the-
fourth Jogue; and that at the expiration of
every age, the Supreme Being has destroyed .
the world, -and that a continued succession of
Jogues will revolve ad infinitum. Tbe records
of this ancient people teem so profusely with
fable, and. abound throughout in such extrava-
gant relations of their demigods, similar in their
feats to the Bacchus, Hercules, and Theseus of
the Greeks, that no rational or satnsfactory
conclusion can be drawn, for any adjustment.of
chronology. A pundit will introduce into his

* This tenet is not, at this day, strictly adhered to; for the
Hindoos of the second and fourth cast occasionally use ﬂesh meat,
4nd the Bramins of Bengal invariably ‘eat fish,

-~ 4+ The Christian za, 1787, corresponds with- 4888, “of the
Khullee Taque.
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legend a lack® of years, with as much facility,
and perhaps conviction to himself, as our com-
mentators of theological history would reduce
to their standard, half a century.

. Tue principles of the Hindoo religion, with its
most essential tenets, were composed, it is asser-
ted, by Brimha, and comprised in four books,
intitled the Bairds or Vaids; a word in the
Sanscrit language signifying mystery. In that
part of the peninsula of India bordering on the
Coromandel ,Side, ‘these sacred writings are
named the Vaidums. The Talinghahs and
Malabars make little distinction between the
letters B, and V, amd invariably terminate with
an M, all Sanscrit words. The Shastre is a vo-
luminous commentary on the Bairds, and has
been written by various pundits, for the purpose
of illustrating the Hindoo Mythology. From
the Shastre proceed those preposterous ceremeo-
nies, which have been dragged into the Hindoo
system of worship, ,all tending to shackle the
vulgar mind, and produce in it a slavish reve-
rence for the tribe of Bramins. The privilege
of reading the Bairds, and expounding its texts,

~ is only allowed to them ; and prohibited to the

other casts, under severe penalties. By the.sole |
investment of this important authority, the
priest is left at liberty to explain the original

* An hundred thousand.
VOL. 1. E
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- doctrine in the manner that may most forcibly
*_consolidate the power and promote the interest
of his order. In the transmigration of the
soul into different bodiés, consists the various
gradations of reward and punishment amongst
the Hindoos. - Conformably to- their actions,
they are transposed into such bodies, “whether
of the human or brute species, as their conduct,
whilst they occupied their former tenements,:
may have merited. They do not admit of etef-
nal punishments, and shudder at the idea of &
“belief so” disconsonant to the opinion which
they have formed of the Supreme Being.

Eviw dispositions, they say, ate chastised by
a cohfinement in the bodies of those animals,
whom they most resemble in their nature ; and
dre constrained to occupy them, till their vices
are either eradicated, or sufficiently qualified to

‘deserve the possessian of superior forms. The

“good actions of man, the Hindoo law-giver has
written, will be rewarded by his admission into
those bodies which enjoy the utmost human hap--.
piness ; as that which the magistrate feels on the
just and merciful execution of the trust which
hds been committed to him ; or that high sense
of pleasure which the man. of humanity parti-
cipates, when he has alleviated the distresses of
the wnfortunate, .or otherwise promoted the
welfare of mankind.—After a certain serjes of

.
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transmigration, rendered acceptable to the
" Deity by a pursuit of virtue, and when his soul
shall be completely purified from the taints of
evil, the Hindoo is admitted to a participation
of the radiant and ngver-ceasing glory of his
first Cause®*. The soul’s receiving this act of
bliss, is described by comparing it to a ray of
light, attracted by the grand powers of thesun,
to which it 'shoots with an immense velocity,
and is there absorbed in the blaze of splendour.
Yuu Durm Rajah officiates in the same capa-
city amongst the Hindoos, as Minos did in the
infernal regions of the ancients. All souls
liberated from the body, are supposed to appear
at the tribunal of Yum Durm, where their former
actions are proclaimed aloud, and examined by
~ this judge, who passes an immediate sentence. .
Should the disposition of a:man have been so
flagitiously depraved, as to be judged unworthy,
even of an introduction into the body of the
vilest animal, such corporal punishment is im-
posed on him, as may be thought adequate to
his crimes; and the soul is afterwards ptaced in
some suitable”station on earth. According to
the religious tradition of the Hindoos, Sree

* The union of the human soul with the divine etherial substance
of the tuniverse, is the ancient doctrine of Pythageras and Plato;
but it seems to exclude any personal or consciphs immortality-.
See Gibbon’s History, vclume 4th, p. 202, in a note.

"E 2
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Mun Narrain, since the creation of the world,
‘has at nine different periods assumed incarnated
forms, either for the purpose of eradicating
" some terrestrial evil, or chastising the sins of
mankind®*. The Hindoeos worship a secondary
“species of deity, which they wildly multiply to
the number of thirty-three crores t, who, in their
different functions, are designed to represent the
. numberless attributes of the Supreme Deity.
Frowm the crowd of images which the Bramin
has placed in the temples of the Hindoos, they
haye been branded with the appellation of idola-
‘ters.  When this mode of offering supplications
or thanksgiving to the Supreme Being is dispas-
“sionately examined, it will be seen, that a personi-
fication of the attributes of the Deity is not
unfitly adapted to the general comprehension.
‘Those (and they compose a great portion of the
people) who are not endowed with the ability of
reading the praise of God, can with facility con-
ceive a certain idea of his greatness, in contem-
plating a figure, sculptured with many heads
-and with many hands, adorned with every sym-
bol of human power, and beheld' by all classes
~ of men- with unfeigned reverence. The origin
of emblematical figures has long preceded the

* According to the Hindoo tradition, a tenth incarnation of the
‘Deity i yet expected.

+ A crore is a hundred lacks.

\
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use of letters. . We find in the Spanish records,
that intelligence of the first arrival of the Euro-
peans on the coast of Mexico, was described to
Montezuma by figures painted on cotton cloth.
‘In a rude society, it was evidently a more ‘easy
oﬁcration to convey an idea through the me-
dium of a figure cut in woed or moulded in
clay, than to invent an alphabet, and out of it
compose a regulated assemblage of words, ne-
cessary for the formation of a written language.
The immense group of Hindoo gods enjoy
immortality, with which they are gifted by
drinking a water called Amrut, a mythological
‘beverage, bearing some analogy to the nectar
of Homer’s deities. In the mythology of the .
Hindoos is found an elegant description of nine
goddesses, resembling, in a certain degree, the
Muses of the ancients, in the nature of their oc-
.cupations. There is also most picturesquely deli-
" neated, the god of Love, who hasa variety of
epithets, all significant of the unbounded sway
-which he possesses over the hearts of men:
His common names are Kaum and Mudden, and
~he is represented as a pleasing youth, armed with
‘a bow of sugar-cane, strung with the stings of
bees ; and five arrows, denoting the five senses, .
‘each of which is baited with different qualities of
the poison of love. A picture was found at
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Tanjoré, wheil the fort was captured, ndmg on
an elephant*, whose form was composed of the
figures of seven young women, -entwined to-
getlier in so ingehious and whimsical a manner,
as to exhibit an exact shape of that bulky animal,
In the Bess t Eisliwer Pagoda at Benares, is seen:
_ astone figure, well executed, of the god of the
Sun, sitting ih a chariot, and driving a horse
with twelve heads, an evident allusion to the di-
visions of the ecliptic.
- WiTHoUT putting etymology to the torture,
" or moulding to the shape of his system the de-
ceitful aids of chronology, the careful obhserver
might be enabled to trace some parts of the reli-
gious worship of the Hindoos into Egypt. He
would discover the sacred Bull or Cow of Sheva,
placed high in ‘the holy legends of the Coptis ;
and he would see the Snake, one of the myste-
rious associates of Srée’ Mun Narrain, devoutly
reveréd by that nation, as the hieroglyphic of
wisdom and longevity. It would appear that
" the onion, mentioned by historians to be held in.
such profound veneration amongst the Egyp-

* It is also said to represent Kishin, an incarnated form of the
Deity.

4 An abbyeviated compound of Vystnow, or Blsben and Eishwer.
In this temple, which is dedicated to these two deities in conjunc-
tion, the sectaries of both offer up their prayers.
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tians, is no less marked with reverence in Hin-
dostan; where, though the use of a veget«’tble
diet is strongly inculcated, and, with not a very
large deviation, usually adopted, the onion is
forbidden to many of the sects; and in the
upper part of India, when an oath, on which a .
matter of importance depends, is administered,
"_the Bramin frequently intzoduces the onion, to
render the ceremony more sacred.

IN comparing the religious warship of the
Hindoog with that of the ancients, the functions
of some of the Deities appear conspicuously
uniform ; and were it possible te procure a de-
scription of the occupationsand various powers
of the Hindoo subaltern gods, it might be found,
that the group of the western pantheon had been
selected from the divine assembly of Brimha,
The Egyptians and the Greeks, in their com-
merce with India, through the channel of the
Red Sea, have left, I have been sometimes in-
duced to believe, tokens behind them of their .
connection. with the Hindoos. In the collec-
- tion of a gentleman at Benares ar€ several va-

luable antiques, which were purchased by the = -

merchants. of that city : one of which, repre-
senting a matron, is-cut in a manner hearing

every mark of Grecian skill; and another ex<
~ hibited Cleopatra in the act of being bitten by

the asp. The same gentleman had in his pos-
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session a2 Medusa’s head, on an-emerald, found
. also at Benares, which being sent to England,
was unreservedly acknowledged to be the work of
a Grecian or Roman master. Some years ago, a
_ high-finished cameo was procured at ‘Guzerat,
whereon Hercules slaying the Nemean lion,
was executed with much taste and spirit. These -
circumstances are adduced to support a conjec-
‘ture, that, during the intercourse which existed- .
between the natives of Egypt and India, the
former might have introduced into their,
“country, with some of the rare and luxuriant pro-
-ducts of Hindoostan, certain tenets and cere-
monies of Hindoo mythology. Inendeavouring
" to point out the track of these antiques, it is to
be noticed, that they might have found a way
into Indxa in the cabinets of the Mahometans,
who in the more early period of their empire,
were little less enthusiastic in the admiration of
Grecian productions and literature, than the
-Romans. And it is a fact in need of no illus-
" tration, that the revival of letters and the
" arts, after the Roman world had been immersed
in Gothic ruin, received a powerful aid from the
princes of the-Khaliphat. '
~ My knowledge of astronomy is so conﬁned
that I am almost incapacitated from describing
the attainment of ‘the Bramins in that science,
“long before the @ra in which it flourished in the
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‘eastern world. The zodiac, with its twelve

signs, is well known to the Hindoos, and they
have bestowed on the seven days of the week,

_which commences with Sunday, the names of

the planets. “The solar year * of the Hindoos,

"which is arranged in six seasons, consists of

twelve months, containing three hundred and
sixty-five days ; and once in the term of four
years an additional day is annexed for the com-
pletion of the earth’s precise revolutions round

the sun. Commercial transactions and writings

of correspandence ‘are dated amongst the Hin-
doos according to the lunar, or Lumbut year, -
which commences abdut the period of the vernal
equinox. The month is calculated from the
“full moon, and is divided into thirty equal parts.
'Those comprehending the moon’s increase, are
" termed 1Bood, and the f)ortion of its wain, Bole,
or Bood. On the third year of the Lumbut, an
extraordinary month is intercalated, for the in-
clusion of the time required in equalizing the

* The solar, or, as it is denominated by the Hindoos, the Lunk-
rant year, begins on the 10th or 11th of April, and its months are

_ composed occasionally of 29, 30, 31, and 32 days. The common

epocha of Hindoostan was established by the Rajah Vickerum
Mhaject, and founded 57 years before the birth of Christ. Some

) Hindoo nations compute their time from other periods, asin Bengal;

but their historical writings are generally adapted to the year of

~ Vickerum Mhaject; who was much celebrated in Hindoostan, for

his magpnificence, and liberal protectian of men of genius.
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lunar and sol'ar‘sysfems. The Joaguels are di-
vided into cycles of twelve and sixty years,

. ‘each of which is distinguished by its peculiar,

denomination *, The observatory at Benares,
though rude in its structure, and containing
instruments suitably coarse, proves notwith-

- standing, that the Hindoos possess the know-

‘ledge of ascertaining the motions of the hea-
-venly bodies. Couldiceess be obtained to such
records of the Hindoos as are divested of that
‘redundancy of fable with which their priests
have so copiously interwoven them, it would
not be presumptuous to suppose, that we would
discover they had been, in the more early ages
of the world, ome of the most ealightened and
powerful nations that inhabited the earth,

Tue empire of the Hindoos, as related in
‘many of their historical traots, consisted of fifty-
six separate principalities, witimately governed
by one prince, whose kingdom extended from
the southern limits of Tartary to the isla.t!d of.

* The Hindoos, 1believe, commonly class their time in cycies

of sixty years, though that of twelve is also well known to them. ~

- Amongst some articles of plunder, captured by the Coinpany’s
. troops in Bantan Fort, was found, with other objects of the
Hindoo worship, an image of the Mhah Deve, and a pﬁn@ed
representation of the figures describing the Tartar cycle, which
is composed of 12 years. _ This figurative mode of marking time,
which has prevailed from high antiquity in Japan, China, Siam, ahd

" through the vast regions of Tartary, is at this day observed in the

Tuwkish Empire.
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Ceylon, .and from the confines of Assam and
Arracan to the river Indus. This extensive
space was: inhabited by a people who were di-
vided into four distinct tribes, each exercising
different functions, but all uniting in their va-
rious branches to promote the general good. It
abounded in fair and opulent cities, which were
decorated with magnificent temples for the wor-_
ship of the gods; and with sumptuous mansions,

" gardens, and fountains, for the pleasure and the

accommodation of the inhabitants. Useful and
elegant artisaps, skilled in raising stupendous
buildings, in fabricating gold, silver, and the
most delicate cotton cloths, and in the curious
workmanship of precious stones and metals, all
found encouragement in the .exercise of their
professions*. Salutary ordinances directed the
Hindoos in the punishment of crimes and the
security of property; and when some daring
indulgences in favour of the sacred tribe are
excepted, we must yield an unreserved appro-
bation to the justice and wisdom of their laws.
The traveller was enabled to journey through

+ Thls description may be judged chimerical and extravagant
by those who have not witnessed the construction of the ancient
-Hindoo monuments, or examined the History of their empire when
it first helonged fo the Mahometans. These soldiers are repre-
sented to have been fascinated by the display of its grandeur, and

to have stood amazed at the treasures that were disclosed. Vide’
Dow’s Relation of the Plunder of the Samnaut Temple.
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this extensive empire, with an easé and safety,
unknown in other.countries. .. The public roads
‘were shaded with trees; and.frequent habita- .
tions, accommodated with a pond or well, were
founded for the conveniency of the passenger ;
and should he have been pillaged in any part of
the country,  the district in which the damage
. had been sustained, was obliged to make resti-
tution.—When this empire, its polished people,
and the progress which science had made
amongst them, are attentively considered ;
when, at the sanve period, a retrospective view
-is thrown on the states of the European world,
then immersed in, oremerging from, ignorance
and barbarity, we must behold Hindostan with
‘wonder and respect; and we may assert without
forfeiting the claims of truth and.moderation,
‘that, however far the Europear world now out-
strips the nations of the East, the followers of
Brimha in the early periods of life, were posses-
"-sed of ‘a fund amply stored with valuable mate-
rials of philosophy and useful knowledge. The
humane mind will naturally feel a sense of -sor-
row and pity for a people, who have fallen from
80 .conspicuous a height of glory and fortune,
and who probably have contributed to polish
and exalt the nations, who now hold them in
subjectiom. '
~To form an accurate Judcement of the genius



FORSTER'S TRAVELS, - 61

of the H’inddos,‘ or to describe the limit to which

-they extended art and science, it were requisite,
‘could the necessary materials be procured, to ex-

hibit the condition of their.empire, before it had

“felt thesevere and victorious arms.of the Maho-

‘metans.—A partial and degrading relation would
‘be made of the Hindoos, were a description of
their laws, government, and manner, taken from
the appearance they make at this day in the
eye of the world. Hindostan was overthrown
by a fierce race of men, who in their rapid course
of conquest, exerted the most furious efforts in
levelling every monument of worship and taste.
They massacred the priests and plundcred the
temples, with a keenness and ferocity, in which
‘their first chiefs might have gloried. A people
thus crushed, groaning under theload of oppres-
sion, and dismayed at the sight of incessant cruel-
ties, must soon have lost the spirit of science, and

“the exertion of genius; especially as the fine arts

were so blended with their system of religion,
that the persecution of the one, must have shed a
“baneful influence on the existence of the other.
To-decide on, or affix, the character of the Hin-
-doo, from the point of view in which he is now
‘beheld, would, in a large degree, be similar to the
‘attempt of conveying an exact idea of ancient
-Greece, from the materials now presented by
that wretched country. The disquisition of the
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man of philanthropy, lnbarated from the fetters
of prejudice,will be far different :—he will enjoy
congenial pleasure, in dispelling the shade of
obscurity, which hath long enveloped. the his-
tory of the Hindoo: he will endeavour tQ carry
it back to that wera of grandeur, which his coun-
try enjoyed in her day of prosperity, and there
hold him out to the information of mankind ;
the generality of whom, whether from motives -
of contempt, or habits of indolence, have yet’
acquired but a trivial and incorrect knowledge
of this ancient -people. It will then be seen, .
that the genius of the Hindoos was happily led
on and that their bent of disposition was apt-
ly regulated and attempered by the rules estab-
lished for the performance of-their several pro-
fessions. A precision which repelled the en-
croachments of error or design, prescribed to
them their respective duties in the state, and in’
society, and wholly precluded any other sect
from infringing on the privileges of another.
‘The Bramin was invested. with the uncontrol-
led ‘guardianship of religion; he became the
_perpetual medium, through which the infe-
wior classes addressed their god : he .was also,
he sole depositary and instructor of science,
.and to his care and ability was intrusted the
education of youth. The importance of these
offices must have given to the Bramin great
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sway in a community whete a knowledge of re-
ligious worship, from its cemplex variety, be--
comes a' task of arduous labour; and where, at
the same time, a performance of the rites of
his religion, is deemed an obligation indis-.
pensably incumbent on the Hindoo, in his ac-
quisitiom of future happiness. These employ-
ments were judged of sufficient magnitude -to
occupy the whole attention of the Bramin, -
and he was strictly interdicted from all tem-
poral affaies. The authority of exercising the
functiens of royalty, seems to have devolved
without reserve on the Chittery or Rajah, and
his possessions were held hereditary in the line .
 of legitimate male primogeniture. The youngest
branch of this race was employed. in the army,
and entrusted with the charge of the forts and
strong holds of the country. - The occupation
of a merchant, with the transactions of traffic,
was committed to-the Bhyse, or Banian, and
it was declared unlawful for the other tribes -
to engage in commerce. The husbandman,
the artisan, the private soldier, and the la-
- bourer, compose the Looder, or the fourth cast
of Hindoo; and each of these respective pro-
fessions was exclusively pursued. Thus, dis-
tinctly arranged, and on the severest penalties
prohibited from extraneous mixture, or the ad-
Jnission of proselytes, the Hindoo government
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aoquired an uniformity and vigour, the natural .
result of its principles®. :
WERE an analogy ascertained between the
‘mythology of the Hindoos and Egyptians, per-
- ceptible traces of which are occasionally pre-
“sented, it might then become a matter of
doubt which people, for the greatest space of
time, have been the most polished and enljght-_
enéd. From the examples which have been
broughit forward for the ¢xplanation of some
of the most conspicuous parts of the mytho-
logy of the Hindoos, and to demonsgxate the
probable antiquity of that nation, it may seem-
that I favour the belief of Egypt’s having re-
ceived a portion of her stock of science and
religion from India. With a deference to po-
pular opinion, and _disclaiming all fabrication
of system, I must avow an inclination to.this
“opinion. One fact amongst some others, af-
forded me a fair proof of the high antiquity of"
the Hindoos, as a civilized nation, and marks
a strong dnsapprobatlon of a foreign inter-
course. :

* Many of the fences that marked the limits of the respective
tribes, are now broken down. The Bramins of the Decan and
l Punjal, have taken up the sword, and are seen crowding the ranks «
of an army ; the Chittery occasionally takes himself to traffic, and
the Sooder has become the inheritor of principalities. Mararow,
the gallant Marhatta officer and chief of Ghooty, was of the fourth
cast of Hmdoos :
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THiy are forbidden to cross the river Attoc,
the name of which, in certain dialects of  their
language, signifies prohibition; and should
they pass this boundary, they are held upclean,
and in the strict sense of religious law, forfeit
their rank in the tribes they may be classed in,
They were also, either forbidden from embark-
ing on' the ocean, or they were deterred from:
.undertaking marine expeditions, by the diffi-
culties incurred in procuring at sea, the requi-
" sitediet for a.Hindoo. The probability there-
fore is not apparent, that any part of a people
fenced in'by this restriction; and who were sp .
proudly. centered in themselves, as to reject
with abhorrence, the admission of proselytes,
would have emigrated into a. distant country,
and brought, from thence a system of religious
worship; nor does any probable tradition autho-
rize the belief of an Egyptian colony having
. been established in India. The capacigus space
which Hindostan occupies on the face of the
globe, the advantages it derives from soil and
climate, and fromt its ~nuincljous rivers, some of
. them of the first class. of magnitude, may be
adduced as reasonable .arguments of its having
. been peopled at a more early period of time
than Egypt, which does not possess the like
local benefits. If the degree of perfection
which manufactures bave attained, be rec¢ived
VoL 1. - r
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" a8 a criterion to judge of the progress of civi-
lization, and if i be also admitted as a test of
deciding on the antiquity of a people, who
adopt no foreign improvements, little hesitation
would occur, in bestowing the palm of prece-
dence on Hindostan, whose fabrics. of the most
delicate and beautiful contexture, have been
‘Jong held in admiration, and have hitherto stoed
tiarivalled. - Let me conclude this comparative °
view, with observing, and I trust dispassionately,
that when we see a people possessed of an ample
- ‘stock of science of well digested ordimances,
for the protection and improvement of society—
and of a religion whose tenets consist of the
utmost refinement, and variety of ceremony— -
and, at the same time, observe amongst other
Asiatic nations,-and the Egyptians of former
times, but part'w;l« -distributions of knowledge,
law, and religion—we must be led to entertain
‘a suppositian, that the proprietors of the lesser, .
‘have been supplied from the sources &8f the
. greater fund. These reflections which have been
furnished by experience and various information,
. will perhaps afford more satisfaction, than the
"laboured and perplexed proofs of dates-and ety-
‘mology, which are® often framed, as they most

- commodiously aceord with some favourite hypo<
‘thesis.
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- Amonast the Hindoos, marriage, * when it
‘can be ‘performed with any degree of conve:
niency, is deemed an indispensable duty, and
it is believed, that propagating the species in
that state, entitles parents to singular marks of
thie Divine favour. They shew a disapprobation of
celibacy by many marks of opprobriumand scorn ;
and I have frequently obsetved, that when a
Hindoo, from question, ot other causes, hds been
brought to the affirmation of his single state, he
has appeared disconcerted and ashamed, and im-
mediately attributed his solitary condition to ill
fortune, of some domestic inconveniéncy. It
is to this institution, which is strongly récom-
mended, and, I may say, even enforced; that
the generally extensive population of Hindostan
and its speedy recovery- from the calamities of

~war and famine, may be largely ascribed. The

entire system of domestic ordinance and aceo-

" .nomyof ‘the Hindoos, is founded on a firm, yet

;simple basis ; from which arise effects, happy in
themselves, and powerfully operative in uniting
.the baonds of society. By the ancient laws of
.the country, the wifc depends for the énjoyment

* This word, used in the Sanscrit language, is often termed
€allian, which signifies pleasure. The Hindoos, in common usage,

. ~have but one wife, and when this rule is deviated from, it is consie

dered 2 species of indecency. There is a set, thqugh not numeroys
of mendicants, called Joguees, or Byraghees, who livein 2 statg o
celibacy.

12
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of every pleasure, as well as for most of the or-
dinary accommodations of life, on the.imme-
diate existence of her husband ; and it becomes
her invariable interest to preserve his health, as
much- of her happiness is centered in his living
to an old age. On the demise of the husband,
the wife virtually devolves into a caput mortuum ;
she is not permitted to marry again, she is de-
prived of all consequence in the family, and di-
vested of the marks of ornament and distinction.
There are certain religious ceremonies not law- -
ful for her to perform, and in some instances,
she.is held unclean ; but on all occasions, .after
the husband’s death, the widow is classed in the
house as a slave .or a menial servant.—But this
usage has not so generally prevailed. in latter
times. The wives of the deceased Hindoos have
.moderated that spirit of enthusiastic pride, or
impulse of affection, which- was used to urge
them to self-destruction on the pile of their hus-

- bands. . Their grief ¢an.now be assuaged, and

their religious . duties . reconciled,: by a partici-
pation of domestic comforts ;' and-many of thg
‘Hindoo widows, especially in the Marhatta
country, have acquired by their ability, their
_wéalth, connection, or intrigue, the pdss&sion
of extensive power and influence. Amongst the
superior tribes of the' Hindoos, where the sense
of honour or shame is more delicately preserved,
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" yather than suffer a d.ég'radation, by which fe-
-mnale attractions are extinguished, nnd the pride

and spirit of the sex depressed, the women are
impelled, by a furious courage, softened by the
term of matrimonial affection, to terminate the
misery of their condition in death. According
to a passage of the Shaster of the Hindoos,
which I examined. by the help of an interpreter,
it is. specifically ordained, that a wife ought to
burn herself at her husband’s death ; should she
not possess the resolution of sustaining this trial,
she is directed to make a pilgrimage to some of
the sacred places of Hindoo ablution, as Behares, _
Allahabad, Ghyah, &c. and there, appropriating
“her property to charitable uses, offer up a sacri-
fice of her hair to the memory of her husband.
She .is not to decorate her person with jewels,

" with gold, silver, or any female ornament : she

is not to use perfumes, nor eat flesh, fish, or but-
ter; but to live on plain barley or wheaten bread,
and eat but once in a day. Her time is to be
employed in the constant worship of God, and
the purification of her mind, from anger, malice,
and avarice; and she is to withdraw herself from
al] the concerns of the world. If her life is pas-
sed in these acts, she is promised after death to -
enter heaven, without suffering intermediate
purgation. In addition to the dread of so de-
graded a state of mortification, the widow on
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“the other side is told by the Bramins, that the
pcrformancc of the act of self-destruction will

entitle her to an ample participation of exqmsnte v
future joys, ‘and will ensure to her progeny the

pre-emment favour of the Deity. Though the
issue of such a resolution forcibly affects those
feelings of humanity cherished amongst Eure-
pean nations, yet as the’ usage appears to ori-
ginate in a cause ténding to stregthen domes-
tic policy, it ought not to be hastily condemned,
or imputed altogether to the dxctates of crue]ty
or injustice.

Conformably to the state of subordination in
which Hindoo women are placed, it has been Jud-

ged expedlcnt to debarthem the use of letters.’T he'

Hindoos ' hold the invariable language, that ae-
quired accomplishmeénts aré not neeessary to the
domestic' classes of the female sex, whether for
contributing to her individhal happmess, or
- presérving the decorum of character; and' sin~
plicity of manners, which aloné rcnder her use-

ful or amiable, in the estimation of her family.,

They urge that a knewledge 6f literature would
eonduce to draw a woman' from her household
cares, and’ give a disrelish to those offices, in
which consist ‘the only satisfaction and amuse-
mont that she can, with propriety, and an ob~
- servance of rectitude, partake~of; and such is

the force of custom, that.a Hindoo womat

¥
7 R
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would incur 4 severe reproach, were it known
that she could read or write. The Hindoo
dancing girls, whose occupations are avowedly
devoted to the public pleasure, are, on the con-
trary taught the use of letters, and are minutely
instructed in the knowledge of every attraction
and ‘blandishment, which can operate in com-
municating the sensual pleasure of love. These
women are not obliged to seek shelter in private
haunts, nor are they, on account of their profes«
sional conduct, marked with opprobrious stigma. -
- They compose a particular class of society, and:
enjoy the avowed protection of government, for:
which they are assessed according to their se-
_ veral capacities. No religious eeremony or fes~
tivalis thought to be completely performed, with-
out the accompaniment of dancing women. They
usually attend on a certain day of the week, at
the court of the prince or governor of the dis-
trict, either to make an obeisance, or exhibit a
professional entertainment ; and in some of the
provinces, they are endowed with grants of the
public lands * -

+ % The Hindoo dancing-women are here only alluded to, and.
those partieularly who assist (which is a numerous class) at the ce-
remonies of worship. As they recéive a maintenance from the
revenue of the pagoda, or from private persons, they are not driven
by necessity ifita.a promiscuqgy intercourse with the world. Bat
it is to be obeerved, that those who do not receive any permaneut:
‘stipend, are little less dissolute and abandoned in their habits of fey’
than s female of similar dmpuon in Buropean couiities, -

'
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. AN. Hixpoo family is governed with efficient
povier by the male scmor member, to whom the
other:branches shew an-attentive rcspect and in
domestic life a rcady submissiop. ~ A son will
ndt sit in the presence of his father without ex-
press desite, and ‘in his dcportment and conver-
sation, observes to- hzm a dutiful, as well as affec-
tiemate, behdviour. In tlie course of a long re-
sidence in’ India, and rather a close investigation
of Hindéo customs 3nd manners, I never dis-
- covered what our language bas termed a free-
thinker®*. The most. celebrated characters

amongst the Hindoos, and their men of the.

world, .as.Scindia, Nanah Purnawees f, and the
Bhohulla, - believe the tenets of the doctrine of.
Brimha with as much sincerity, and practise the
minufest ceremony with as much scrupulous at-
tention, as the simplest or most blgotcd peasant;
in the country.

I am, Dear Sir,
AYo‘urs_, &c. &é.

.~ *There are some schismatic sects found amongst the Hindoos, and
even classes of that people, w}lo reject the authority of the Baids,
and the whole constructionof Bramin mythology ; but héwever puré
the original mode of their worship might have been, it is now grossly
antangled with ceremony and emblem. The most:considerable
branch of these sectariesis denominated Pooje ; who have bestowed
on the object of their adoration, the, title Pauruss Naut, which in
the Sanscrit may be tumed the lord of the alchymlcal phnlosophn s
sfone.

+ Marhatta ¢hiefs of eminence.
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LETTER III,

~

. Benares, 30th November, 1783.
My DEar Sig,

ON ‘thé 3d of this month, I
made an excursion to Bidgi-ghur,® a place ren-
dered famous in the Bengal annals, from a large
amount of plunder acquired there by the En-
glish troops.  On thefirst day, I arrived at Lut-

~teef-ghur, about 18 miles to the south-west of

Benares. The fort was entirely deserted, and
the passage approaching to it is almost choak.
ed up by brushwood, and the projected branches
of trees. Lutteef-ghur stands in the centre of
a circular range of hills, from the summit of
which, a thick, and in most places, a high
wood, reaches to the walls of the fort. The.

~air of this spot being deprived of a quick cir-'

culation, has acquired a malignant quality, and
communicatés its pernicious influence to all ani¥'

*Bidgi and Idgl, accordmgto the Mythology of the Hindoos,
keep watch at the gate of ?aradue Ghur, in the Hmdoo. is 3
fortress or strong hold.
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mal bodies. It is in these situations, where, as
it is termed, the hill fever is produced: —a
disease, which pervading every part of the ani-
mal cconomy, contaminates the whole mass
of blood, and will only yield to the power of
mercury. The water also in such places par-
takes of the like banéful property : — it should
seem that the air infuses into this element, 2
certajn portion of that pestlferous quality, with -
which the climate of woody and confined coun-
tries in India is ever pregnaut The falling of
the branches and leaves into nvulets and reser-
voirs, of water, may likewise increase the
noxious effect. Having frequently witnessed
the ill effects of a conﬁned air, I am the more
emboldened to hazard these conjectures ; which
I will close with noticing to you, that where-
-q:ver I have Qbserved an impurity of alr, the
water has been equally pernicious.’

At . the gate of the fort, had taken up his
lonely residence, a Mahometan Faquir, ‘who
borc on hpm, poor man !, evident proofs of the
destructwe climate of Lutteef-ghur ; — he was
meagre;- wan, and nearly consumed by the vio-
lence of a feverand ague, When 1 deslred him
to leave so melancholy a station, and go where ¢
he might recover. his health, he shewed little
attention: to. the advice, and preferred, he said,
‘an existence in this place, under a load of mi«
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sery and the precarious charity of passengers,
to the risk of starving in places where he might
be wholly unknown,

On the 4th, aftera journey of about twenty
miles, I arrived mear the foot of. Bidgi-ghur
hill, where I slept, and in the¢ morning walked
up-to the fort, which is a circumvallation: of
the crown of a rocky hill, measuring from the"
immediate ‘base to the summit, a little mors
perbaps than tiwvo miles.

TaE artificial fortification is nelther strong,

rnor is it composed of substantial materials, as is
seen by a fissure of the wall, caused by the rains

of the last year, and also by a breach thas
was made during the siege; which shew that¢
the wall is chiefly composed of rough stones ce~
mented with clay. This strong hold owes its im=
portance solely to its height and stecpness; and
had it been defended with a common share of con
duct. and spirit, the capture would have. been
attended with much difficulty and bleodshed.
It has been said indeed, that exelusively of the
hazardous attempt of taking Bidgi-ghur by
storm, the greater part of the troops would
have been destroyed by fevers, had they re-
*maiued in that quarter a month lenger. Three
deep reservoirs; excavated on the top of the hill,
plentifully supply the garrison with water.
Some of the bastions on the-eastern side are
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* . supported by brancheés of the rock, whlch pIOJCCt-

ing horizontally eight or ten feet fromthe summit,
holds out in the air a solid foundation. . The
prospect around is diversified and picturesque ;
but when you throw the eye on the deep and
rugged precipice beneath, the view is infinitely
grand, though .not divested of that horror,
which naturally affects the mind in'. contempla-
ting objects from so abrupt a height. The ri-
sing and setting sun at Bidgi-ghur exhibits a
magnificent scene, and excites a train of ideas
strongly impressed with a grateful admiration
of .the fitst- Cause of nature. The view of the
setting ‘sun'takes in the river Soane, which is
seeh winding its stream, brightgned by the
rays of" the western light, .through a long traet
of .diversified country.. A fort also appears on
theside of a distant hill, wlnch is only brought
into the evening prospect.

. 'THE village of Mow, situate at the bottom .
'of the descent, which before the capture of
Bidgi-ghur was well ‘peopled, and possessed a
considerzblé commerce, is now deserted and in’
-pains. . »Thisvillage, whose loss -i5 severely felt
inmany: parts of : the country, afferded the only”
mart on that:quarter for: supplying the wants af
the bordéring ‘méuntaineers, who resorted. thi-
ther, and bartered their -wares for -the produce.
of the low lands.. Since:the depopulation of:
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Mow,this commercial communication has ceased,
and the Benares traders maintain little connec-
tion with the inhabitants of the hills, who are a
hardy active race of men, and were they en-
couraged like those of Bauglepore to enter into
our service; an useful body of soldiers might
be acquired. They are not, it is said, subject
to that species.of fever incident to a hilly coun-
try, which has operated so fatally on the health
of our troops; nor do they entertain those pre--
Jjudices in their mode of living which affect the
higher ranks of the Hindoos, and which have
been found to embarrass military operations.
An introduction also of a foreign class of men
into the army, might be éonducive, by-its coun-
terpoise, to the insuring the fidelity of the

- whole body of native troops.

BuLwanT Sing, ‘through a channel of in-
trigue and direct dlshonesty, qualmes he noto-
riously possessed, selzed on Bldgl -ghur, Whlch
he strengthened and made the principal reposi-
tory of his wealth; and Cheyt Sing,* whe
augmented the works and increased the treasures,
constructed a strong bridge of stone over a
small river that skirts the bottom of the hill.
v . - Tam, Dear Sir, .

Yours, &¢. &c. .,

-# The Son of Bulwant Sing, and now afugmve mthe Camp &
ﬁ“l“ S . '4‘457' - e lx.o;
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LETTER IV.

(RS =S SRS

To T. D. F. Allahabad, 17tk Dec. 1788.
My Dgar Sm,

"THE want of a subject to..

inform ot amuse you, was the only cause of my
not sooner acknowledging your long and very

kind letter. You may with confidence believe,

that a forgetfulness of the many offices of friend-
ship which I have experienced at your hands,

will neyer be classed in the roll of my offences, .

. which, God knows, alyeady is too long a one!
and trust me when I say, that I hold the con-
- nection which has so long .subsisted between
us, asthe chiefest honour and credit of my life.
I AM now to inform you, that having resolved
on proceeding to Europe by a northern tract,. I
assumed the name of a Georgian, for the sake of
travelling with more safety, and left Benares on
the 12th of this month, mounted upon a small
~ horse. After.a journey .of four days, or forty
cosses, in which no particular occurrence fell
out, T arrived at Allahabad. - Abeut mid-way
. commences the territory of Oude, which is im-

e -
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tnediately distinguished from that of Benares by
its barren and desolate aspect. The fortress of
Allahabad, founded by Acbar,* stands on .the
point of land which forms the confluence of the
. Ganges and Jumma ; —a situation beautiful as,
it is commodious ; and in the season of the year
when the flow of water is spacious and rapid, ex-
hibits a scene of uncommon grandeir. On one
side, the Ganges is seen rolling down a strong
and yellow tide, and on the other,. the Jumma
glides with a clearer stream clase to the walls of
the fort. To this favourite and sacred spot a
large assembly of Hindoos resort at an anuoual .
period, to wash away their sins, and obtain per-
mission to begin a new score. ~ These pilgrims,
- who are laid under contributions for partlclpa— ~
ting this indulgence, furnish the yearly sum of
about 50,000 rupees to the Vizier’s treasury.
"Fhe fort of Allahabad, ‘which is built of stone,
occupies a large space 'of ground, anhd has been
amply supplied with superb and useful bulldmgs
whether for promoting the - pleasures or con-
- veniences of life. - The place intitled the Ghah,
Padshilt is one of the best Mahometan man-
siops I have hitherto seen ; but the want of

- ‘suitable tenants has ocoasioned great disorders
)

. * This Emperor comn;énped bis eign in A. . 1556, and dxed in
605, .

" ¢ Theimperist Apstmeny. -

\
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m it. The inside of its upper room 'is cen-
structed of marble of wariegated colours, and.
t}éntly adjusted. Fiom this apartment, -the
lord of the world, as-he is intitled by 'his subs-
_jects, hath a distinct view of twelve -different
suits of female apartments; in the -front of
which, when the monarch issues thé. mandate,
his beauteous handmaids are arranged in his
sight, that hemay select the favourite of the day.
The imperial choice, or.rather edict, (to what
humiliations ‘do the laws of Mahomet subject ye,
my fair friends!)is conveyed to the fortumate
dawsel, and full joyously doth her heart beat,
who on the day of review attracts the fancy of her
lord ;—for the passion of vanity is said often-
-times to supply in a female breast the place of
"love.. Ishould not dislike, my friend, to be a
Padshah myself, were it not that many of them -
have had their throats cut by.their. friends, and
~been compelled to drink very bitter potions;
since- liable to such treatment, much good may
their fine ladies and other fipe things .do. them.!
In the palace yard stands a round pillar of
about forty feet high, consisting of an, emtire
‘stone, which coarsely resembles the porphyry,
* and seems covered with -an inscription, .in the
ancient Hindoo character; but the letters are so
much effaced and impaired by the ravages of .
time, which, my friend, spares not ‘even mar-~

]
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ble, that they are become illegible. The
erection of this monument is attributed to
Beemshyne; who, your Bramin - will tell you,
was in his day a powerful chief, and-one of the
principal warriars in the Mhah Bhaut.*. Butasa
devout believer, you must not repose too much
faith on the Bramin’s account of the era in
which this Beemshyne is said to.have flourished ;
for he will tell you that our great progenitor
was. not even heard of in those days. The
Mahometans,” who as furiously destroyed every
_monument and curious vestige not expressive of
their doctrine, as they were actuated by a blind
zeal in, its propagation and support, have endea-
.voured to. claim the construction of this pillar,
. and over. the Hindoo record, they have en-
graved thg names of many of their emperors,
since, the time of Babrt. L

This pillar, which bears the mark of grcat
-antiquity, clearly evinces ,that_ Allahabad was
" a place of importancelong before the wmra of
the Mahometan conquest of India. Weshould
pass indeed a contemrptuous, not to say an un-
just censure, on the understanding of the ancient
. & The greatwar which was carjied on by the Paunch-paun-Deve,
. or the compact of the five B:others, against Dur-jodin. See Wil-

- king’s Gheeta

+ The first Emperor of the race of Timur, who gat on the threne
- #f Hindostan. .
VOL. I*. @
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Hihdoos, 0id we ¥Eppbse that they had over
Ydoked 4 Sitwation, ‘4t oitce do Favoutable to Y
petfortinde of theli réfigious dutids, zad- 3o
- Wappity hdh’p‘téd 0 thé enjoginents of life. - At-
ntost #s mahy Citibs Bave ben brosght forwad

by Modern Witters tb 'prefér theit claiths to Yhe

Polyborthh Of Iidix, as OF ‘oM, Longested ok
the birthpRce of Heorer.  Motisteur d*Anville,
'thé-celebrated French ges i'hphei' Sceis. o give
the pahih to Aﬂahabad his iade men-
toh'ob 4 pand catistvay, Yeading From Poly-
. Boktlia Into ¥he Tterior prts of te 'coutitsy,
A & Gach Fravtures ‘ate durable dh LoHupi-

O, TS to BE Supposed Mint Woire Amads

o s ‘toadl Would liave yat been 'vidible 3 bt
‘o a ‘Citeftd Exantiiti¥ion X @buld ot d%de%r
TS Hbst ditadt 4race. A raoutid of enith: ‘ap-
pears on the western shote of ithe GtigRs, etds
ditig ddouita mite ih 2 Fink With tife Wver ulhere
frapproiches the fort, Which hes been evidetrly
¢hicWn hp td'prevenit e ¥thedtn in thesensons of
“thefibods, froth overdowinporinjunitipthe towa.
I\ tétithing on the subjest of -Attahabad, it
" s HE&cisdry €0 ‘hotide the tomb of Sultan Khus-
ro. This mausoleum, about a mile to the east-

ward of thie toWh, stands'in the ‘midst of'a Spa- -

‘cious garden inclosed with a high wall, and
well supplied with-a variety of flowers and-fruit
trees, but from want of culture they-look rug-
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ged and baren.  Being clad in the Mabpmgtag
habit, and intimating a desire to offer yp my
prayersat the royal shrine, I was immediately
admitted. The public. edifices of the .Mabo-
metans being constructed of the worst species
of what is termed the Gathic order, they cap-
not afford much pleasure.to the Ewropean gye,
which ip new tgught to regard only the more
simple and chaste propersions of ast™  Yet the
tomb-of Khusro, thewgh comprising few of the
mles of archikeetyre, hath in its appearange
something peculiatly pleasing, and diffuses
areund it am mir of melaucholy, .conggnially
snited to the puupeseof its fowndation. The
building is nearly square, rajsgd fromthe ground
by » low-flight af steps, and has a vaultad spof
intheform of 3 dome, wheseoutside is covered
with tiles of a fipe clay, stained with a diversity
of colours, on which the reflection of the sun
produces a pleasing £ffect. No fupd heing es-
tablished for.supporting this monument, it can-
- not long survive the sumerous edifices now scat-
- tered in ruips through the gnvitons of Allaha-
pad. Ad}oxnm,g to the tomb.af Khusio, is one
of. a smaller size, W};lch a_mendigant ,ipfor-

med me was erected in Gemimemeoration of one "
®

#* This opinion does not presume to inglude the menuments at
Agrs, which have dem'ved the warmest approbatmn of our celes
“Brated artists, '

e 9

!
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of the female branches of the imperial family.
Somme Mahometan priests who live inthe garden,
keep theinside of the mausoleum decently clean,
and the different appurtenances are still in good
prescrvatrou, partlculally the ‘wooden' bier in
which the body is said to be deposited*! * Ob-
serving a small curtain spread on the wall, T
drew it aside, and must ‘confess’ to you “that F
was 1mpressed with a very sensible awe, on dis-
covering the figure of an open hand, engraved
on black marble: when I adverted to the naturé
of the place, and the use to which it had beer
applxed I at first supposed that this representa~
tion denoted the hand; -or the power ‘of the
Deity ; but a farther recollection informed me,
that Mahomed, Ali, Fatimaf, Hussin, and- Hus-
sein, were described by this emblem ; and that,
" in compliance with thé law which excludes all
works of -sculpture and painting from Maho-l
metan worship, it had been covered.. ¢

Tue Allabiabad districts once paid into the
Toyal treasury a revenue of between seventy and
_eighty lacks of rupees: but such is the impo-
verished and depopulated stite of the Vizier$
country, that it is.at this day reduced to %
fourth- of that amount. Shaistah Khan, who

* Sultan Khusro, the eldest son of Tehanquir, died A. D. 16§2,
+ Fatima, the daughter of Mahomed, was married to Ali, and hafl
two sons, Hussin and Husseim
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was appointed by Aurungzebe to govern the pro-~
vinces of Bengal and Bahar after the death of
Amir Jumlah®, bath left many monuments of
his liberality in the vicinity of Allahabad. On
an insulated rock in the Jumna, near the city,
and at a small distance from the south shore, he
built alofty apartment, which is cooled by the
sefreshing winds of the river, and commands a
distant and wildly diversified 1 view. A Persian

“inscription which I transcribgd, says that Maho-
wed_ Shirreef, in the year of the Hegira
]055’[, ﬁmshed this airy seat of pleasure by or-
der of Shaistah Khan.—But from great men and
their splendid works, let me descend to more
trivial concerns, and to some account of my
private adventures.

INp1A, you know, hath ever been famed for
affording convenient places of accommoadation
to the traveller, who, at the distance of eight or
ten mjles, seldom fails meeting with- a public
lodging, or a reservoir of water, where he may
perform his ablutions, and quench his thirst.
As the greater part of the inhabitants of India,
from a simplicity of life, and the clement state
of their climate, have but few superfluous wants,
aslight defence against the sun and rain, a
small portion of clothing, with plain food, con-
stitute a largc share of their real onmes. In

* The officer employed by Autungzebe to oppose Sultan Shu;ah
T A. D.1645.
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Uppet Indiz, the cconomy of Kardwart Serah®,
df, d8 it is usually called, the Serauce, is com-
ducted by better regtlations, and its convenien~
dies more sénsibly felt, than in- the southern
pattdof India. An inclosed ared, the interior
sides bf which contdin small apartments, front-
fhg inwards with a plincipal gite-way, is ap
propriated, i every village of rote, to the use of
ttavellerst. ‘Thg stationdty ténants of the Se<
rauce }, mary of théii women, and some of them
vety pretty, approach the trdveller on his en-
trance, and ih Zluring lahguage describe to
hitm the varieus excellencies of their several
lodgings. - Whet the . choice is made (which is
often petplexing, 80 miny are the inducements
thrown out on all sides of hlm) a bed§ islaid 6ut

* Karavanserdh is a Péfsee and Atabic compdind of Kar, wijni«

fying busirress, rawoan the participle of the verb rafteen, to go, move,

- proceed, &c. and of serah, an habitation.—The Tucktravan, a ve-

hicle used by travellers in many parts of Asia, is composed of the

- words tuckt, a seat, or board, and the aforementioned parti¢iple. ' ¥

have vestured to instrt these etymologies for the use of those who
are npt conversant in the Persian language.

4 Shere Shah, who drove Humaim from the throne of Delhi, in
1542, is said to have been the first Mahometan who established Ka-
ravanserahs i India. Ihxs fact, also recorded ih Dow’s history, is
well known amongst the nitives.—Bhere Shah built the fort of
Rhotas, and the mausoleum of Sassen:am. “.

1 The serauces at this day are usually given in rent.

§ This piece of furniture, of very simple construction, has low
feet, with the sides and ends formied of bamboo or common rough
wood, and the bottom of laced cords.
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for his repose,—a smoaking pipe is brought, and
the utensils cleaned, for preparing his repast.
The necessary sum is delivered into the hands
generally of a girl, whq ppacyres the materials,
and dresses his meal in a most expeditious man-
- ner. For two domestics and myself, the horse
and his keeper, the whole of my daily expeudl-
ture amaunted to 3 sum, which as you will got
credit, I will not venture to note; apd an days
whpp I wasipglined to fegsf, the addition of twa
or threc pence procured a spmptpgps fare, with
the accompamment of a sauce, which an al-
derman over his callipash might sigh for.

Adieu, my dear Sir.
. Tam yours, &c. &e.
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LETTER V.

- Fod. D. F. Lucknow, 1st Fanuary, 1789,
© My DEAh'Sm, ' '

‘r

‘ MY last letter to you, writ-
| ten from Allahabad contained some descrip-
tion of ‘that place, witha f'a,rlacro of desultory
remarks arising from the moment, and hastily
thrown together ;. but.should the perusal have
given a little amusement or information, I will
contentedly sacrifice any claims to genius or
method.—The following gives the detail of my
" journey from Allahabad to Lucknow, and though
containing no matter of any substance, may
“afford you half an hour’s relaxation.

O~ the 20th of December,—after attending
at the funeral ceremony performed in comme-

moration of Hussin and Hussein, or tather of

the latter, I left Allahabad, and went no farther
- that day than Beghum®* Serauce, a station of

* Beghum is the feminine gender of Begh, as Khanum is that of
Khan ; both titles of Tartar extraction: the latter has been often
adopted by the female branches of the imperial family of Timur.
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three cosses*. I will cursorily embrace this
occasion of  informing you, that Hussin and
" Hussein were the sons.of Ali, the son-in-law.
and nephew of the Arabian prophet. ‘During
the war which the first Mahomet maintained -
against the Infidels (so the professor of the
new faith denominated those of a different
creed), Hussin was poisoned, and Hussein was
slain in battle. They consequently became
martyrs ;—and the tomb of Hussein, which
was erected in the vicinity of Bagdat, is held by
the Sheahst in the same degree of veneration,
with that of their prophet, by the other Ma-~
hometan ‘sectaries.
- Ox the 21st,—eat my breakfast and; smaked
my pipe at Tuttypour, or the place of victory.
On -enquiry why a village so mean and small,
had been distinguished by so great a name, I
was ‘told, that in former times, some signal vic-.
tory had been obtained there ; but my intelli-
gencer knew nothing of the parties concerned.
—In the evening, having this day travelled six
cosses; I halted at Alum Chund, the north-west
. limit of the Allahabad districts. The country
had a barren and desolate aspect ; the cause of
# Two British miles may be given to the average measurement

of a coss.
1+ The Mahometans of the sect of Ali, are so calléd.
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which was ascribed to the rapacity of a former
renter.  On emtering the aserauce, 1 found the
hosts: with their spouses, busily ocenpicd in the
celebration of a marriage. Whether it was
owing tu the rare occurrence of this spacies of
ceremony (for they are a people as vaid of re-
straintor form as any under the sun), or whether -
previous difficuities had fill now ebstructed
the union, I will not pretend to determing ; hut
the joy and merriment which circulated in their
assembly, could net be surpassed. The men
were collected in a2 body, drinking . arrack and
_ beating a tom-tom * ; and the women, in 3 ser
parate coterie, were chewing betle, snd speaking -
very loud and"quick. Though this jubilep had
engrossed a great share of their attention, they
gave me a good supper, and a cemforiable
Todging.

On the 22d,~1 mwed atthe Kurmh Marick-
. Pour,—eight cosses and an half. Inmy way, §
halted during the heat of the day. at the serance
of Shahzadpour, which, together with the town,
is said to have been built by the Sheistah Khan 1,
mentioned in wy last Jetter. This nobleman,
according to Bernier, was highly celebrated for
Jhis eloquence, and elegant style of writing,

* A small drum.
+ He was the maternal uncle of Aurungzebe,
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which it is thought contributed to promote the
eatly success of Aurungzebe. The serauce of
Shahzadpou#, built chiefly of brick and mortar,
has spacious.apd commadious apartments, but,
frony want of fepair, ane angle of it has fallen
into ruins, It is seriously to be lamented, that
edifices ‘founded. on principles of such public
spirit,- or ‘motives equally beneficial to the state,
and whose uses are so universally felt, should be
suffered to moulder into decay. It would seem,
that when the larger serauces were first founded,
certain portions of land, or other established
funds, were set apart for keeping them in neces-
sary.order: but such has been. the distracted
" #tate of Hindostan for these later periods, and
such the dpptessions, orperhaps poverty of its
rulers; that these grants have either been re-
sumed, .or diverted into other channels. . In stig-

matizing any specific class of men, I believe I
~ have. comitted an error; for on a more dis-

passionate view, a large share of censure falls on
" the peeple at large. ' In India, ostentation, self-

love, vanity, or whatever term may be best fitted

to the passion whose effects I mean to describe,

has weurped as powerful a sway over the minds

of the people, asin any circle of the globe ; and
it is-exemplified in various shapes, but in none

more than in the foundation of public works.
~ On observing once, a Hindoo of some distinc-
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tion superintending the construction of a place
of worship, I asked him why, in a country
famed for its charitable benefactions, so many
old edifices. allotted to the purposes of religion.
and hospitality were: permitted to.fall to the
groudd, which, bad they been repaired, .large
sums of money would have heen saved, and
many a valuable. monument of antiquity rescned
from oblivion 7 He candidly told-me, that; were
he. to expend his whole estate.on repaivs;. the
work would still retain. the name of its original
founder ; but by the erection of a new one, it
would be transmitted to posterity in his own.
By this register of fame, it should seem tbat-the
entire credit of constructing a pagodas, pond, or
serauce, will be given to him who first raised the
fabric, and no acecount taken of the occasional
" .embellisher of such structures.—This digression
Dath prevented me fram sooner informing you,
that to-day I last my road; instead of simply
going to:Manickpour, my place of destination,
T went to Kurrah Manickpour, where T passed 3
'very unpleasant night. The air was intensely
cold, and my servants, who pursued- the right
road, carried with them my baggage and my
purse. The good woman at the serauce, .old,
though very active, kindly provided..a.supper
at the risk.of not being paid, for I had advised .
her of the miscarriage; but’she could procure
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1o’ succedaneum for a quilt, so that I was kept
shweﬂngly awake the. whole night. ,

" ADJOINING to the village of Kurrah Mamck-
pour, on a hill, are the remains of a considerable
fort. 'Amongst the ruins I observed some muti-
lated fragments of Hindoo sculpture, of the
same style as that seen on a curious monument
of ancient date in the newhbourhood of Benares.
Festoons of flowers are sculptured on this mo-
nument, which for the simple elegancy of the
design and taste, as well as the exact nicety of
the execution, may, in my opinion, vie with the
works of European masters. The Hindoos of
this day have a slender knowledge of the rules
of proportion,-and none of perspective. - They
are just imitators, and correct workmen ; but
they possess merely the glimmerings of genius®.

On the 23d,—crossed the Ganges at Gootree,
two miles below Kurrah Manickpour, and
arrived at Mustaphabad,—a stage of nine cosses,
Almas Ali Khan is the manager or renter of a
large tract of country lying on the south of the
Ganges, which appears in a less desolate state
than any other part of the Vizier’s dominions
which I have seen. From the ruins of Kurrah

,* This observation is verified at a village opposite the city of Be-
nares, at the gardens of Ramnagur, where Cheyt Sing has erected
a large range of costly buildings, in some of which, stone figures
are placed, of very awkward dimensions and dull expression.
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fort, the Ganges is seen winding bmﬁnfnlly
round the bottom of the hill, and on the morthi-
ern shore, immadiately ‘opposite, stands the wil-
lage of Manickpour. I found my servants at
Mustaphabad, to whom 1 referred the bospitable
hostess, who had been obliged to accompsny
me so far, for payment of the last mght s -
- score.
. Ox the 24bh,—at Bareily, a fortified tmm.——- ’
12 cosses. The coumtry from the last stetion
is muach covered "with jungle*, and where the
prospect opened, bt little cultivation appeared;
‘except in the districts of Almas, which are but
comparatively well conditioned. 1 dave sedn
only a land of desolatiom, exhibiting ithe scat~
tered westiges of former prosperity. -
0¥ the 25th,—at Dootindy, —8 iconses. ?Bhe
principel town «f a distsict, weated by one of
he Vigier’s favaurite Hindoos, who has laid omt,
a large garden at ‘this place, in-which .ave twp
seat summer-houses. :
Ow the 26th —-;at’Sasemdy,—-l()cossm T-bere
is litthe else to mote than-the wild appearance. of
@ barsen cauntry ;' the reverse of what I-expect-
ied to sée in the vicinity of a capital city.
Ov the 27th,—at Lucknow, —8 cosses. I'took
alodging.in the Assroff serauce; and to prevent

< = All forest de i -Iadia, is termed. jungle.
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s wyich @s possible’ the risk of discovery, I
idischiuged all my servasts, excopt oné, om
whoin I .0ould place 2 reasomable confidence.
Loouwow is a large and populons city, but
whoHly inelegant awd irreguiar. . Thestreets are
warow, emeven, and almost choaked up with
every -#pecies of fith. The Goomty, running
on the north side of the town, és navigable for
boats of a common “sige at all seasows of the .
yoar, and falls into the Ganges between Benares
and Ghimepoar. A line of boats, extended
across. the river, forms a convenient communi-
<cation with a large seburb. Shujalrul-Dowlah
amade Fyzebad, or Qude, the capital of his-de-
aminion ; but his - soh, setting aside that, with
'many obher of his father’s esrangements, has
&wed his tesidence at Lucknow. ' :
. PHrcraviNG that seme of my neighbours
bogen to make inquisitive rémarks, I went
across the water, .and protured a wetired ‘and
wommodious apartment in-the Hussen Gunge
gerawce. Having some business 'to transact at
“luckuow, previously-to my.journey to ‘Europe,
4 deft :mry servants at.the serauce, on pretence
, of wisiting the :English -camp, the general ren-
~ dazvous of idle strangers ; and went to the city.
Being desirous of seeing @ gentleman, who I
‘sunderéteod was stationed “there, I approached
. thre -deor of an officer’s quarter, and desired the
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servants to acquaint their master, that a Moghul
smefchant (of whom there are many at Lucknow)
requested permission to see him.. Though the
‘entreaty was urged in the softest and most. per--
suasive .tone within the compass of my speech,
:they-flatly #bd roughly rejected it, saying that
their master was eating his breakfast. Anxious
to obtain the wanted information, I tried an-
other door which seemed less closely guarded,
‘but there also my prayer was preferred in vain;
and having nothing in my pocket to strengthen
-the argument, I was obliged to retire ; though
.the day was extremely. hot, and the distance to
my lodging was at least four miles. This
occurrence, however productive of temporary
inconvenience, gave me a satisfactory proof of
the efficacy of my disguise, and the fluency -
‘of my Mahometan language. Many, I dare,
‘say, are the unfortunate plaintiffs in our Indiah
world, who, unable to purchase a passage
through the gates of the great, are thrust away
by their rude and rapacious domestics.—In
returning, I saw another Ehropean house, into
which, by a fortunate change im the mode 6f
application, I procured admittance: for om

-informing the door-keeper that my attendance -

“had been required, I was immediately conducted
to his master, who received me in the kindest

‘manner, and on many future 6ccasions ';Qewedk .
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me marks of his friendship.—Duting my stay
: at Lucknow I lodged at the serauce, and though
I remained thete twenty days, in which time I
made many visits to the English gentlemen, no
one séemed to regard me with suspicion. My
landlady at first expressed a strohg desire of
knowing the cause of my frequent excursions ¢
but not receiving a satisfactory account, she
concluded that I had formed somé female
intimacy. As this conjecture -was favourable
to my plan, I encouraged it.in the mind of the
good woman, who gave herself infinite credxt

for the discovery.
T am; Dear Sir,
Yours, &c. &c.

voL. ¥, “H



98 _FORSTER'S TRAVELY.

" LETTER VI.

L

Sy Dean Sin; Lucknow, January ]6tk? 1783.
o ‘BEFORE 1 1eave the terric -
tories of Assoffud-DPowlah, or, as he is often in-
titled from the rank he holds, the Vizier of the'
Empire, I will throw together for your perusal
some brief remarks on the Oude government.
Tris country is bounded on the north, -by
parts of Napaul and Siranagur; on the east, by
the English possessions; on the south;, by the
Jumna; and on the west, generally by the Doab,
and the Ganges. The Oude- territories, gene-
rally flat and fertile, are watered by the Ganges,
Jumna, Gograh, Goomty, and Gunduck, ex-
clusive of many rivulets. These rivers flow
through most of the principal towns, and inter-

sect a large space of the country; most of themr .

being navigable for boats, in all seasons of the
year.—~The English armies may be plentifully
supplied with provisions and ammunition, in the
event of executing any military operation in
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that quarter. These rivers also p‘rfsént strong

barriers against the Marhattah, Seick, or Mog-
hul cavalry. The Vizier's provinces, which

v'yield, it is said, at this period, a revenue of

about two millions sterling, have greatly de-
creased in produce since the death of Shujah-
ud-Dowlah. It would be presumptuous in me
to attempt an explanation of such decrease. It
was sufficiently mortifying, to observe the com-
mon effects of a destructive administration.
The inhabitants say, that the population of the

'country is diminished, and that the commerce,

which in former periods was important and ex-
tensive, has fallen to decay These evils, which
have contributed to the ruin of the most power-
ful states, and are now precipitating. thé ruin of
Oude, can only be eradicated by the strenuous
exertions of a just and wise governor :. a cha-
racter ‘devoutly to bé wished for in Oude. It
appears, that a large portion of the ameunt now

paid by Assoff-ud-Dowlah into the Company’s

treasury at Lucknow, is transported from thence
in specie to relieve the necessities of Bengal,
now urgent in the extreme. Much of the wealth
also, which has been accumnlated by the ser-

- vants of the Company residing in this country,
‘has been conveyed in a similar mode ; -and the

mischief gathers strength from the tenor of our
present connection with Assoff-ud-Dowlah, The
«H 2
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channels of commerce operate too tardily for
measures which require dispatch, and embrace
only the object of the day. If treasure can be
procured, no, secondary aids are called in; no
succedaneum is searched for. These drains, un-
supplied by any native source, must soon ex<
haust the vigour of a country, where, in addition
to the grievance, commerce is loaded with mo-
nopoly, and influenced by the hand of power. .
The demand for bills on Bengal, which has beerr
pressing and continued, gave them often a value
of seventeen and a half per cent. on the Luck-
now amount; a profit which enabled the ban-.
kers to export the wvalue in silver*.—The re- .
sumption of the Jaguir, or alienated lands, has
not been productive of the promised benefits.
The officers who enjoyed' those benefactions,
were many of them men of expensive manners ;
they promoted the consamption of valuable ma-
nufactures, and, possessing rank and distinction,-
they maintained a numerous body of dependents.

- Whether from a succession of oppressive mana-
gers, or that the inhabitants do not experience
the fruits of former liberality, it is évidently
seen, that the resumed districts are ilt cultlvated;
and thinly mhablted : '

% A flow of commerce whick now more diffusely conveys the
manufactures of this country to Bengal, has reduced this premiwan,
te four per cent, '

A
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L1TTLE remains to be said of the Vizier’s mi-
* litary establishment ; it being only useful in as-
sisting the collection of the revenue, enforcing
_the obedience of the lesser vassals, or furnishing
a guard for his person. The defence of the
- country wholly rests on the forces of the English,
which are supplied according to emergency.
The troops at this time, amount to about eight
thousand sepoys, and five hundred Europeans,
‘with the requisite train of a.mllery The trea-
‘sury of Assoff-ud-Dowlah is now low, but it is
said, that he has nearly paid off the residue of a
Jarge debt, which had been accumulating since
the period of his father’s death. It is to be sin-
cerely wished, that the measures pursued in fu-
ture, may redress the grievances of this country;
which though of such extensive compass, and
_possessing so valuable a reseurce, bears the as-
pect of rapid decay: and though its position,
and native weakness, might render the alliance
profitable to the English, no solid benefits have
itherto arisen from our connection with Oude

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c, &c.
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LETTER VIL

R
Furruckabad, January 26tb, 1788.
My Dpar Sm, ‘

1 now beg to present you
with a sketch of my ‘route to’ Furruckabad,
where I purpose resting two or three days with
, my countrymen, whom I'shall not probably see
again until my arrival in Europe. h ‘

ON" the 18th at noon, I left my hostess’s
quarters at ‘Lucknow, and after a warm and
dusty ride of seven cosses, halted at the village
of Nowill Gunge. The next day I arrived at
Meabcrunge, a stage also of seven cosses, and
‘was’ much rqmced to find that my little steed
contmued to' possess high health and vigour.
e is endowed, I fear, with a too great predo-
_ minance of the latter quahty, and that in its
worst sense; forif I am to judge from his car-
nal hankennos, and strong nelghmgs of love
to every mare he sees, it would too pla.mly ap-
pear that his life has not been of the chastest
kind. But as it is said, and-in Holy Writ I be-
lieve, ¢ that there is no wisdom under the gir-
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dle,” meaning, evidently, the girdles of the
lords and ladies of the creation, we may surely
excuse the wanderings and frailties of a poor
horse, whose passions receive no check from
constitutional modesty, or virtuous example.
M:eanrcunge, if I am informed right, was
founded by Almas, and seems to be a thriving
‘and. populous village. From the various intelli-
gence which I have procured, it is evident that
. the renter here is active, industrious, and regu-
Jar.  ‘The inhabitants say, that his rigour in °
collecting the revenue is, in a certain degree,
qualified by a steady observance of his con.
tracts. — I passed this evening in the company
of.a Patan, who was returning to his home from
Lucknow, where he had expended the greatest
-part of his estate in the society of the ladies,
and in the pleasures of arrack; but in the last
he very copiously indulged. In the course of
two hours and a half, I beheld him with amaze-
ment empty two bottles of a spirit so harsh and
fiery, that the like dose must have turned the
head of an'clephant. The Patan made an apo-
logy for this excessive potation, by obser-
ving, ' that it removed from his mind every sen-
sation ‘of sorrow and melancholy, —-passlons, .
which, he said, greatly annoyed him in his
cooler moments. -~ This jovial Mahometan
was attended by .an old musician, marvel-
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. lously ill ippareilcd, and deficient in the larger

" portion of his teeth, who, during the interludes -

of his master’s amusement, strummed on a mi-
serable guitar, which he accompanied with
+ some of Hafez’s odes; but uttered in a voice
that would have struck dismay into the fiercest
beast that ranges the forest.— At this gunge,

a servant whom I hired at Lucknow, and my

only attendant, cairied off, in ‘the mght my
matchlock and a curious dagger.
On the 20th, at Banghur Mow,— 10 cosses,

—a large village in the district of Almas, — °

Herethe Patan having drunk optall thesubstance

of his purse, sold a piece of family tin-plate; the .

produce of which raised the sym of three ru-
pees. He took that evening an extraordinary

~ draught of his favourite spirit; angd, that his

pleasures might have no alloy, he called ip a
‘gogd-natured girl, who for one half-rupee dis-
played to the Patan a more ampl‘e fund of dal—
~ liance and allurement, than could b;: purcha,sed
" by us for twenty at Lucknow,— He expressed
" a sovereign contempt for Almas*, who he said
being precluded from the pleasures of the sex,
disliked and discouraged them.. Many of Al-
mas’s wounded. sepoys wer¢ brought into the
serayce from e fort in the woods, which had

. * Hejs aepnuch,
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* been reduced by him after a«iege of six weeks.
These men were’ shockmgly mangled. — Some
had balls lodoed in their bodies, others were
scorched by ‘a combustible matter thrown on
them during the attack.—Being possessed of a
few medical materials, I applied dressings to
such cases as could likely receive any benefit.
fron the assistance; and I was pleased to ob-
serve thé. successful effects of some of the ap-
plications: The want of chirurgical help is an
evil which affects, in a grievous manner, the
native military service of Hindostan, especially
since the use of fire-arms has become so preva-
lent; andit will be no exaggeration to say, that
a greater number of the country troops are de-
stroyed by the effects of wour‘xds, than slain in
immediate action.

AFTER a long journey of 14 cosses, in which

- I crossed the Ganges, and had nearly exhaust-

ed the strength of my horse, I arrived on the

. 91st, at theancient city of Kinnouge, situate on
the Callinaudy, a small river that falls into the
Ganges, about twenty miles below Furruck.

abad. Kinnouge, before the period of the Ma-

hometan conquest, ranked amongst the most
populous and opulent cities of Hindostan. It -
is mentioned in testimony of its grandeur, that

Kinnouge contained thirty thousand shops for

the sale of betle, and afforded employment for
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six thousand female dancers and musicians. — A
vast mass of ruins interspersed through a wide
space, marks the ancient extent and grandeur
of Kinnouge; though few distinct vestiges
now exist, except some parts of a stone temple
erccted in ancient times to the honour of Setah,.
" the wife of Ram, which has been exorcised by

some zealous Mahometan, and converted.into a

placeof worship. Thepresent race of Indian Ma~
hometans not being fervent in the cause of res
ligion, or being, rather, supinely regardless of it,
{many of them holding the memory of Maho-
met in as little reverence as they would that of
Thomas-a-Becket, had they ever heard of him, )}
the mosque is now defiled and abandoned. In
several cavities which the rain has formed, I ob-
served parts of brick wall, sunk twenty feet at
least henecath the level of the town; and the
inhabitants say, that in digging into the foun-

dation, small pieces of gold and silver are often

discovered. They alsosay, that Kinnouge was

once destroyed by an inundation; but as'few.

. Hindoo records are divested . of mythological
story, slender uses only can be derived from
them. The Marhattas plundered this city, and
laid waste the adjacent country, previous to the

battle of Panifrett®. After this important event,

'+ ® 9t was fought in February 1761.
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which gave a strenoth and permanency to the
* Mahometan power in Upper India, Ahmed Khan
Bungish, the chief of Furruckabad, took pos-
session of the districts of Kinnouge, which,
during his administration, began to emerge
from the ruin in which it had been long invol-
ved, and assumed symptoms of a recbvery which
are now wholly effaced.

ARRIVED on the 23d, at Khodah Gunge,
nine cosses,—a village in the territory of Muz-
zuffer Jung, the adopted son of Ahmed Khan:
but no more hkc the father,—excuse the phrase,
—than *‘1 am like Hercules. * — This young
man, averse to, or incapable of business, is a
tributary of Assoff-ud-Dowlah, who by the high
fine he has imposed on Furruckabad, may be
said to govern it himself.

Ox the 24th,—at Furruckabad—-nme cosses,
Finding the pleasures of my Patan friend grow
expensive, and very noisy, I took an easy leave -

“of him, and slipped unperceived into the En-
glish artillery camp, ‘where I am treated, as T
have been in all parts of this hospitable coun-
try, with every mark of kindness.

I am, my Dear er,
Yours, &c. &e.
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LETTER VIII.

o Rampore, February 5th, 1783,
- My DEAR Siz, , : )

. THE desire on every occasion
of testifying the sense I entertain of your friend-
shlp, prompts me to give you the relation of
my route from Furruckabad to Rampore.

TuE progress of the first day, the 29th of Ja.
puary, 1783, which was a long ‘one,—not less
than eighteen cosses,—brought me and my
borse, both greatlyjaded, to Kytterah; alarge -
village on the west side of the Ganges.

THE next day at Allahapour,—nine cosses.—
This place not being a common stage, nor con-
taining a serauce, my accommodations were
slender, and those extorted by the force of Lold
* language, and a few extra pence. At Allaha-
pour thereis only one house of entertainment,
and that for the article of eating only ;—you
may sleep where you can. After supper, I pros
posed to the landlady with every token of deco-
rum, that we should lodge that night under the
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game roof. The dame misconstruing the put-
’ : . . . .
_pose of my request, and fired with indignation
at the idea of its indecency, poured on me a
torrent of reproach. In the exercise of the

tongue, a female of Hindostan hath few equals ;.

and if she hath ever followed a camp, I would
" pronouhce her invincible on any ground in Eu-
rope. An English woman, educated at our most
noted seminaries, and skilled in all the various
compass of debate, will, perhaps, on some inte-
resting occasion, maintain the contest for an
hour, which then terminates in blows and vic-
tory. But an Indian dame, improved by a few

campaigns, has been known to wage a colloquial -

war, without introducing one maunual effort, for
the space of three successive daysj sleeping
and eating at reasonable intervals*. There is a
fertility of imagination, a power of expression,
inherent in the mind, and vocal ability, of an
Asiatic, particularly a female one, which can-
not be engendered in the cold head of an
European: and there is an extent of language
also peculiar to the East, which the limits of
Western'speech do not contain.—Let me not for-
get the story of my landlady, whose words, shrill
and piercing, yet seem to vibrate in my ear.—

‘With every symptom of a virulent female pride, -

A Y

c » Such prolenged engsgemuts are distinguished by the pagticular
tarm of « baussy Lerhay,” or the stale war,

[ — B
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_and- the semblance of outrageous virtue, she
- deelared- that I should not sleep under her
roof,—I might, if I liked, place my bed on the
out-side of the door,—Finding the night grow-
ing cold, and wmot being. impressed with sen-
timents of respect for mine hostess,” whose per-
$on had nothing lovely in it, I planted my bed
somewhat,rudely in the midst of her apartment,
* telling her, she might dispose of herself as she
deemed most fitting, but that my deportment
would be chaste, and consistent with the rules of .
honour, though appearances might be unfavour- -
able. The- good woman perceiving my inat-
tention to her clamorous representation, was glad
to compound the matter, and take a small
pecuniary compensation, for the mJury her
character might suffer. :

O~ the next day I went. to Badam, a statlon
of eight cosses,—Badam is said to have been
founded four hundred years ago, by one of the -
Seljukian kings; and from a.magnificent ex-
tensive city, is now sunk into a small moulder
ing town. The ruins.of the fort still serve to
exhibit a mortifying pictuse of former gran-
deur; but such is the reverse of its condition,
that the howlmg wolf, and the screeching
owl, now become its only temants, have sup-
planted the gay damsel, and the care-soothing -
mwinstrel.  Then, miy friend, ere ‘thy youthful
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~ blood ceases to run lightly through its now
tlastic channels,—ere thy mind refuses longer
to receiye the glowing tints of fancy’s peacil,
—seize the fair pleasures of the hout, and, fol-
lowing the precepts of our Hafez, leave the rest
to fate |—I passed this evening in the company
of the fair, (though the epithet may not lite-
fally apply to our Indian ladies,) who, for a
tnoderate offering, sung, laughed; and danced
around me- until mid-night.
O~ the 1st of February, after a tedious
journey of fourteen cosses, leading through a
lonely unbospitable country, I arrived at
Owlah.—Of the few fellow-travelters pursning
“the same track, two wolves, a fox, and two
hares, composed the greater number. The
shrubs and high grass had so concealed the path,
that I ‘was completely bewildered, and had lost
.y way; when a small village on an eminence
attracted my notice, and héld out the. prospect
of relief ¢ but such is the instability of sublu-
* hary pleasure, that this promising mark proved
a false beacon.. The hamlet was unroofed, ang
. #ts inhabitants had sought a more friendly land.
Then, in the bitterness of my heart, I gave up
Shujah-ud-Dowlah to as many devils as chose
to- take him, and was about consigning the
English to the same crew, for having expelled
from a country which they had made populous.
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#nd’ opulent, ‘the extensive tribe of Rohillas.
How insatiable, cruel, and how ,&estructive,
even of its own purposes, appears ambition,
when placed in this light. It prompted a
prinée, already possessed of an ample fair ter-
ritory, to seize, with barely the colour of pre-
tente, the domain of his neighbours, who, by a
salutary system of government, had enriched
theiy courtry, and had made their names re-
spected. The conqueror, by the fortune of war,
subjects into a province this flourishing terri-
tory, which is soort converted into desolate
plains, and deserted vdlages. This is not, T
trust, the language of exaggcratiou, or the
colouring of fancy: it is a simple, grievous
truth, forcing itself on the notice of the most
cursory observer.—The town of Owlah, once
crowded with inhabitants, and adorned with
mosques and spacious buildings, is now ver-
ging to ruin, and many of its streets are choaked
up with fallen habitations.

_ On the 2d of February, at Shahabad,—four-
teen cosses,—a lirge village in the districts of
Fyze-ullah-Khan. The whole of this chief’s
country evinces the beneficial effects arising
from the encouragement of husbandry, and the
‘aid of an active government. Populous villa-
ges, skirted by extensive fields of corn, are seen
on'all sides; and the haughty ‘independent
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spirit which invariably pervades every class of
the people, mark their abhorrence of despotism.
Many of the Rohillas, who had been driven
from the country after the death of Hafiz
Rhamut, have settled in this quarter.
- ON the 38d, at Rampour,—fourteen cosses.

Fyze-ullah-Khan, resides in this town, which
the general resort of his civil and military offi-
- cers, has now made populous, and wealthy.
I am; Dear Sir,

Yours, &ec. &c.

{The following history of the Rohillas, and Shujah-ud-Dowlah,
compiled since the date of the letters, i3 founded on sundry ori-
ginal documents, and various local information, ebtained during
my residence in the northern parts of India, and has been intre~
duced in this place, though interrupting the series of the letters, to
bring into one view, a body of relative facts.)

VYOL. I, I
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adopted and brought up in the Mahometan faith,

by the name of Ali Mahomet; and though he

had children born to him in marriage, Daoud

Khan distinguished this boy by pre-eminent

;‘ marks of parental affection. Madar Saha as-

signed to the body of Rohillas, which soon in-
creased, certain lands® for their maintenance.
Goolareah and some other villages, were given
to Bisharut Khan; and Daoud Khan obtained
Burneah and Beouly 1.

WhaiLsT the Rohillas were yet in thls limited
state, Shah Alam Khan, an Afghan Mollah 1, vi-
sited his countrymen in India; and it is said
that he had particular claims of friendship on
Daoud Khan, being either the adoptive father of
that chief, or having afforded him in his .youth
the means of subsistence. - In whatever relation

-the Mo}lah stood to Daoud Khan, it is allowed

that he was hospitably treated at Beouly; and
on returning to Afghanistan, was fuinished with

- asum of money for defraying the expences of-
his journey. Shah Alum came a second time to-

# The Rohilla officers who stood mext in authority to those chlefs
were Caim Khan, Shadie Khan, Permaul Khan, Sultan Khan, and
Azum Khan Dhunghmh

+ Villages situated in the distticts of Sullausee, a division of
Rohilcund, which lies 40 computed miles*to the westward of Ba-
xeily.—See Rennel’s map.

-1 Mollah is an appellation given to those who are skilled in the
religious doctrine and laws of Mahomet.

»
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Kuthair*, where he again experienced the ge-
nerosity of Daoud Khan; but on guing back
to his country, he was killed, and his effects

- were plundered. It has been said, that this

assassination was committed at the instigation
of Daoud Khan, in revenge of some haughty
expressions of the Mollah to that chief.
have been wholly prompted to make this men-
tion of Alum Khan, from bis being the father -
of Hafiz Rhamut, who in latter times became
so coaspicuaus and unfortunaté.

THE Rohillas, quarrelling with Madar Saha,
retired from his country, and associating them-
selves .with Chand Khan, the chief of Bareilyf,
they jointly entered into the service of Azmuth
Khan, the Governor of Moradabad ;. They
did not long remain attached to this officer,
but moviag towards the northern mountains,
they made incursions into-the territory of the
Kajah of Cummaioun§. Chand Khan had

* Tbe ongmal name of apart of Rohxlcund prevnously to the
period of the Rohilta. conqnest and still adopted in the public regm-
ters of the country.

- 1 Bareily, a spacious well built town, in the centre of Rohilcund.
~See Rennel’s map.

1 A town formerly of great note, situate in the northern part of
Rohilcund.—See Rennel’s map.

§ A spacious tract of mountainous country,A subject to a
Hindoo Chief; and formmg the .north-east boundary of Re-
hilcund.
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previously refused to proceed on this expedl-.
tion with the Rohillas, who, after wvarious
success, were wholly worsted. The Rohillas
had penetrated into the interior country, but
being surrounded on all sides, by the moun-
taineers, who cut off their. supply of provision,
they were compelled to submit to disgraceful
terms of releasement. The persons of Daoud
Khan, and Ali Mahomet, were delivered to the
Rajah, who put the former to death; and the
" like fate would have awaited the son, had he not
made his escape.  The Rohillas say, that Daoud
‘Khan was not surrendered to the chief of Cum-
maioun, but shain by a party of mountaineers,
who had attacked him by surprise. The Ro-
hilla party after this disaster withdrew to Beou-
ly and Burneah, where they had, antecedently
to the Cummaioun -expedition, lodged their fa-
milies; and in a short space of time it is seen,
that they seized on the districts of Madar Saha,
their first master, who fell in one of the desul-
tory actions that followed this invasion. Ali
Mahomet, after the death of Daoud Khan, had
been declared chief * of the party ; nor did he,

* Mahomet Khan, the son of Daoud Khan, either from being
superseded in his father's affection by Ali Mahomet, or at the pe-
riod of Daoud Khan’s death, being excluded by the Rohilla officers
from the succession, retired to Furruckabad, where he was received
into the Bunglish family. It is mentioned also-in a manuscript
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though then a youth, seem unworthy of the
charge. He was brave, enterprising, and never
failed to imprave the occasions of adyancing his
power and enlarging his. territory.—An eunuch
who resided at Munounah*, and managed the
affairs of those omrahs of the court wha held
granted lands in Kuthair, had incited Ali Ma-
homet, from some motive of resentment, to in-
vade the possessions of the chief of Owlah;
which were soon reduced by the Rohillas, and
ultimately annexed to their tersitory. Ali Ma-
homet found, which he had sought for, a pre-
text to quarrel with the eunuch, whom he en-
gaged T, and slew in a pitched battle; the suc-
cess of which, invested him with the estates of
the nobles, and a large booty. Ali Mahomet,
chiefly by the assistance of the Vizier Kummer-
ud-Dein, not only made his peace at court, but
obtained a commission for collecting the reve-
aue of the pension lands, which it issaid he
punctually remitted 1.

which T have seen, that at the time of his faher's death, Mahonet
Kban was an infamt, and that he remained some years in the family
of Ali Mahomet. .

* Atown in Rohilcund.

4 The battle in which the eunuch was slain, happened in 1727.

1 An act of such avowed rebellion, committed within almost the
precincts of the court, marks an epocha of the decline of the Mo-
gul Empire, and conspicuously shews, that the power and vigour
which had rendered its arms invincible under Acbar and Aurung-
zebe, no longer existed.,
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~ From -this period, may be dated the first im.
portant establishment of the Rohilla power in
Rohilcund : a name by which they distinguished
the Kuthair districts, and their other territories
on the east side of the Ganges. Azmut Ulla
Khan* being removed from the government of
Moradabad, Hunund, an Hindoo officer of note,
was ordered to proceed to that place, and exter-
minate the government -of the Rohillas. It ap-
pears, that Omdut Ul Mulck t, a powerful om-
rah at the court of Mahomet Shah, advised and
promoted this measure, in revenge of the death
of the eunuch, who had been his agent in the ma-
pagement of an extensive Jaguir, which he held -
in the districts of Munounah and Owlah. The
forces of Hunund were encountered by the Re-
hillas under the command of Ali Mahowmet §,
and wholly defeated. Hunynd, together with
his son, fell in battle ; and the districts of Mo-
“radabad, with those of Bareily, were seized an .
by Ali Mahomet.—About this time Azim Khan
Dungheah, a Rohilla who had been employed in
the service of the zemindar of Peleabeat §, joined
# In some papers recording Rohilla history, it is mentioned, that

Azmut Ullah was forcibly deprived of his govemment by Ali Ma
homet. N

+ This officer was also known by the name of Amir Khan.
1 This event happened A. D. 1740 the year after Nadir Shah's
invasion of India.

§ A town in the north-east quarter of Rohilcund, near the foot
of a woody range of hills.—Vide Rennel’s map. s
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Ali- Mahomet ; whom it is said he urged to in-
vade the possessions of his late master.. The
Rohilla, who embraced with eagerness every op-
‘portunity of extending his conquests, and ac-
quiring plunder, attacked the Hindoo, and drove

him .from his residence. - After the death of

Hunund, it is mentioned, though without any °
accurate detail of facts, and a total omission of

date, that Meer Munnoo, the son of the Vizier
Kummer-ud-Dein, was sent into Rohilcund with
an army to compel Ali Mahomet to account for
-the Rohilcund revenue, and to restore the artil-
lery which had been attached to the troops of
Hunund. Ali Mahomet met Meer Munnoo at
a passage of the Ganges mear Daranaghur®
where an adjustment was effected; and the
daughter of the Rohilla, it is also said, given to
Meer Munnoo’s brother in marriage.” No other
dates are affixed to the arrival of Hafiz Rhamut
Khant in India, than that he joined his coun-
trymen during the administration of Ali Maho-
met; who being desirous of effacing any re-
sentment that he might harbour for the murder
of Alum Khan, quickly advanced this chief to
an important station. Dhoondy Khan, a ne-

% A town on the bank of the Ganges, in the north-west quarter
of Rohilcund.—See Rennel’s map.

+ Hafiz Rhamut, some documents say, first gamé into India in
the character of a merchant. '



I

122 FORSTER'S TRAVELS~ =

phew of Alum Kban, who probably came to
Rohilcund about the same period, was also much
favoured by Ali Mahomet. Actuated more

. perhaps hy the desite of conquest, than reta-

liating former disgrace, Ali Mahomet invaded
Cummaioup, which he over-fun, and compglled
the chief to take refuge in the Serimagur coun-

‘try*. He amassed a large baoty in this expe-

ditiop, which was concluded by the exactiom
of an annual tribute; apd Rohilla troops were
stationed in the forts of Cashipour and Roo-
derpaur, dependencnes of Cummaioun, which
he kept possession of, to record, it is said,
the revenge that had been taken for the mur-
der of his father.

Azt Mahomet, who resided chiefly at Owla.b
established throughout his territory a' perma-
nent system of government, which though occa-
sionally rigoroys, afforded a general protection -
to the lower class of people. Surdar Khan,

who had approved himself in many actions a
brave soldier, was appoiated to the command of
the army; and certain lands were granted hun
for his mainfenance. Futtah Khan{, with a
comfortable donation, was created the public

* An Hindoo territory, bounding Rohilcund on the north.

4+ Futtah Khan, originally a Hindoo, was adopted by Ali Ma-
homet. The usage of male adoption_prevails even in Mahometaw
‘families where there are many sons, :
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treasurer, and keeper of the household stores.
Peleabeat and Bareily were given to Hafiz Rha-
mut ; and Moradabad, to Dhoondy Khan. Ali
Mahomet seems to have held the imperial au-
thority at.this period in a low degree of es-
timation, for he openly seized -on some valu-
able commadities, which the Gavernor of Ben-
gal had dispatched, by the road of Rohilcund,
to court, for the use of the king. Setting
also at defiance the power of Sufdah Jung,
the Subahdar of Oude, he plundered a large
quantity of valuable timber that had been cut
down for his use in the northern parts of Ro-
hilcund. Sufdar Jung, who -had ever been
inimical to the late conquerors of Kuthair, ac-
quired a sufficient influence over Mahomet
Shah*, to induce that Prince to attack Ali
Mahomet. The Rohillas were secretly sup-
ported by the Vizier Kummer-ud-Dein, who,
bore an inveterate hatred to the Subahdar of
Oude; and who, in the usage of the cour-
tiers. of that day, strengthened his party by
every powerful connection that he could pro-

THE ‘King,ontered Rohilcund with a great

* Sufdar Jung chiefly persuaded Mahomet Shah to undertake
this expedition, by a stipulafion of paying one lack of rupees for
every marching, and half a lack for every halting day, of the Im-
perial army, until its arrival in Rohilcyad.
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~

- force *, and without coming to an engagement,
- possessed himself of the open country. Al
Mahomet, aware of his inability to resist- the
king’s army, and feelmg perhaps a reluctance
to face his sovereign in the field, had retired
into the woods. of Banghur 1, the skirts of
which were defended by a chain of forts that
had been erected by the Rohillas at a former
period. Ali Mahomet maintained this post for
some time, but having no hope aof relief, and
Leing scantily supplied with provisions, he
surrendered himself into the hands of the king ;
and at the intercession of Kummer-ud-Deln,
" was pardoned,

- Tue power of the Rohillas was now annihi-
lated in Rohilcund, and all their officers and
principal peaple were removed to Delhi. This
remarkable event, which happened in the year
1745, shews that Ali Mahomet must have been
essentially aided by the distracted state of the
empire, during the Persian invasion, in the
Jincrease and establishment of his dominion.. Tt

\

* During the campaiga of Mahomet Shah in Rohilcund, he gave
to the Shote river the name of Yaa Wuffadar, or faithful friend,
from the great conveniences derived by hjs army from this stream,
whose waters are salubrious, and flow in 3 beautifully wiliding
course. ; . :

+ These woods lie between Owlah and Rampore.—Vide Rex-
nel’s map..
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appears that he remained about a year at Delhi,
nader the immediate protection of the Vizier,
when, at that nobleman’s recommendation, he
was appointed the military governor of Sirhend,
and ordered to reduce the former chief of that
place, who had thrown off his allegiance to the
empire. Previously to his proceeding on this
service, Ali Mahomet had been required to send
Abed-ullah and Fyze-ullah, two of his sons, to -
Labore®, to be kept as hostages for the good
conduct of the father. 'The Rohilla, who on
every occasion displayed .the ability and spirit
of a soldier, defeated the Sirhend rebel, and
reduced to his subjection Kote Roy, one of the
strongest fortresses in the upper part of India.
During the residence of Ali Mahomet at Sir-
hend,' his party, which had been joined by a
body of two or three thousand marauding
Afghans, was computed at ten thousand caval-
ry, and fifteen or twenty thousand infantry of
various denominations. The Rohilla did not
take any part in the Durany war {; but whilst
the Moghul and Afghan armies were approach-
ing to action, he quitted the Punjab and retired
to Hurdwar, from whence he penetrated,.in 1747,
into Rohilcund, which he rapidly conquered.

‘s Meer Munoo, the son of the Vizier, was at that time the
Governor of Labore. .
1 The first invasion of the Durany Ahmed Shah.
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_ 'The two sons of Ali Mahomet, who had been
- delivered as hostages for his good conduct,
~were taken by Ahmed Shah, “the Durany, in
the fort of Sirhend; where they had been placed
by Kummer-ud-Dein, previqusly to the reduc-
tion of that town by the Afghans. Ali Mahomet
could not long have enjoyed the fruits of his
last success; for his death, according to the-
memoirs of that time, hapyened in the latter
_end of 1747 %, at Owlah.

PerHAPS no soldier that has appeared in
India, passed through more active and eventful
scenes of life, than Ali Mahomet. He was
born, and grew up, it may be said, amidst the
din of arms. He fell, when a boy, into the hands
of Daoud Khan. An incessant series of warfare
occupied his manhood, and he died at the period
of finally subduiug the territory, which he had
before arduously fought for, conquered, and
- had lost.—This chief bore' the reputation of a
liberal encourager of agriculture and commerce.
He was strict and rigorous in the exactions
which he levied from his subjects; but as he
rarely infringed, he never remitted a stipulated
engagement. Owlah, his usual place of resi-
dence, and the principal town of Rohilcund, he
ornamented with numerous public and private

' * Or the beginning of 1748.
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edifices, which were comstructed and arranged
with #n order and taste. seldom seen m Indian

$aup Ullah Khan, the third son * of Ali
Mahomet, succeeded to the supremacy of the
'Rohilla._ dominjon. - In ‘obedience to the last
~ counsel of his father, who had recommended
Hafiz Rhamut to his young successor T, as the
" most capable of the Rohiflas, Saud Ullah ap.
pointed that officer his deputy in the manage-
ment of public affairs. During the administration
of Saud Ullah, the Patans of Furruckabad,
commanded by their chief, Caim Khan Bung-
hish, invaded Rohilcund. Confident of success,
and presuming on the military reputation which
he had acquired, the Patan precipitately quit-
ted the body of his army, and advanced with
a party of his principal officers. A detachment
of Rohillas in ambuscade, fired at Caim Khan
as he passed, and killed him, with some other
. persons of his retinue. The army, on the death
of their leader, fled, leaving the baggage and
_guns behind, which were captured by the Ro-
~ hillas, and estimated at a great value. Saud
Ullah, said at that time to be fourteen -years

~* The two elder were yet kept in confinement by the Duré.nnies,

. 4 At his father’s death, .Saud Ullah was about twelve years
of age. ’
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of age, had accompanied the army on this
expedition®. Sufdar Jung still tretaining a
strong animosity to the Rohillas, and desirous
of improving the occasion of Saud Ullah’s mi-
nority, formed a junction with Mulhar Row,.
. the chief of a large body of Marhatta cavalry,
and penetrated into Rohilcund. The Rohillas,
unable to resist so large a force, took shelter in
the skirts of the northern mountains, where
they remained, ‘until some revolutions at court
caused Sufdar Jung to move towards Delhi.
He carried with him the strength of his own,
and the auxiliary armyt, stationing in Rohilcund,
a detachment for the purpose of maintaining
possessions of the districts he had conquered :
the Robhillas .did not long continue in conceal-
ment, but collecting their scattered forces, they
expelled the remaining troops of Sufdar Jung.

* The ‘invasion of Caim Khan happened in the latter end of
1749. It appears that Mahomet Khan, the son of Daoud Khan,
‘who had taken refuge at Farrackabad, accompanied Caim Khan
on the expedition, and fell in the action. In the course of the same’
year, an officer named Kuttib-ud-Dein, the son or grand-son of
Azmut Ullah Khan, was appointed by the court to the govern-
ment of Moradabad, and entered Rohilcund with an army which.
was encountered and defeated by the Rohillas. .

+ It is mentioned, that the Marhattas withdrew from Rohilcynd,
on reeeiving a bond of fifty lacks of rupees from the Rohillas ; and
it should seem, that they made the non-payment of this bond an
estensible cause for invading Rohilcund, in the years 1772 and 1773.
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-1t appegrs that, abou;t the year: 1750, the two
elder sons of Ali Mahomet, havipg been en-

* larged by Admed- Shah Dourany, came into '

Rohilcend,’ and solicited a portion of the pa-
ternal estate. Their claims were submitted to
the deliberation of the principal Rohilla officers,
amgng. whom Hafiz took the lead, and it was
resolved that the territory which had been
personally possessed by Ali Mahomet, should
be divided amongst his sons*. Violent dis-
putes ‘soon arose amongst the brothers, in the’
detail of which, little accuracy is observed by
the writers of the tracts that have come into
Wy possession : nor would the relation, con-
' sisting of perplexed scenes of treachery and
intrigue, tend to forward the general plan of
this treatise. It will be sufficient to say, that
the Rohilla chiefs, aware of the difficulties
that affected the late arrangement, and dissa-
tisfied - at -the conduct of Abed Ullah Khan,
the eldest of the brothers, united in force,
and expelled him, with some other branches
of the family, from Rohilcund. Fyze-Ullah
Khan, the second son of Ali Mahomet, ob-
" tained, after the expulsion of Abed Ullah, the
districts of Rampour; which his prudent, wary

& Ali Mahomet had six sons, Abed Ullah Khao, Fyze-Ullah
Khan, Saud Ullab, Mahomet Yar Khan, Allah Yar Khan, and
Martaza Khan. .

YOL. 1. X
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" condeet Was preserved to this: day, though he
has been ivolved in a seties of domestic feuds,
. and was once invested and reduced to extreme
distréss by 4 powerful army®. The districts
which had been allotted to Abed Ullah, for a
short time considered the ruling chief, were now
bestowed on Saud Ullah Khaun : who again rose
to his former superiority of ‘station. - Hafiz Ah-
med, having acquired by his office, military abis
lity, and genius, and his extensive influenee in
Rohilcund, graduelly diminished, and at length
wholly superseded, the authority of Sdud UHah,
who assenting to the offer of a pensiont, Hafiz
was avowedly advanced to the supreme admi-
nistration of affairs. The cause of this revo-
lution is ascribed to the indolent and dissipated
genius of Saud Ullah, who, it was represented
by the party of Hafiz, would soon waste the re-
sources of the ¢ountry, and entail A disgrace on
the dation. Without searching ivto remoter
metives, it may be directly imputed to the am-
bition of Hafiz, who no longeri held in remem-.
branee the hand that had raised him to honours,
and had eommitted a son to his protection ; but
rent without a scruple every hond that con-
fined his schemes of grandeur, Hafiz Rhamut -

* The combined army of English and Shujah-ud-Dowlah in 1774.
} R is suid that the other chiefs contributed to this payment,
which amounted to eight lacks of rupees per annum.
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had horne apart in.the actions of his cpuntry-
men in India; he bad seen that no limits are
affixed to power, aad that no duties, prescribed
for .the gwidance of men, impede the ptrides of
smbition. The death of .Saud Ullah Khan,
which hdppened in 1761, at Owlab, contributed
to fix the power of Hafiz Rhamut, and seligved
him from his proportioned payment of the sum,
that had been assigned for the maintenance of
that chief.

" Tur want of established facts for descubmg
in regular ordei the History of the Rohillas,
confined me to the use of such materials, as im-
mediately mark theis military progress, or lead
to the essemtial changes -of their government,
In my Robhilla papers it is mentioned, that on
Sufdar Jung’s death*, Ghaze-ud-Dein, the Vizier
of the Empiret, joined by Ahmed:Khan Bun-
gush}, marched gn army into Qude, and com-
menced hostilities against Shujah-ud-Dowlah,
who had refused to make any pecuniary, ac-
knowledgments to the court on the event of his
accession, or render an account of the personal
estate of his father §. Shujah-ud-Dowlab, aware

# He died in the year 1754.

¢ Admed Shah then sef on the throne of Delhi.

'3 The Navaab of Furrucksbad. +

§ In Mahometan States, the priace, on the death of asubject, be-
somes the heir of his property; which i is often remitted to the fa-

mily on the payment of a moderae fine.
X 2
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of his inability to resist this attack alone, soli-
cited the aid of the Rohilla states, who assenting
to - the request, came into Oude ‘with a large
force. The Rohilla chiefs ultimately effected a
" cessation of hostility between the coatendimg
paities; and being chosen to decide on the claims
preferred by -Ghaze-ud-Dein, it was stipulated
that Sbudah-ud-Dowlah should appropriate cer-
tain districts of the annual value of five lacks of
rupees, to the use of the Imperial family. - Nor
was ‘this engagement acceded to by Ghazeaud-
Dein, until Saud Ullah Khan had aareed to be-
comesecurity for its performance *.—Saund Ullah
Khan, in 1760, had. accompanied the Rohillz
army to the relief of Najeb Khan, one of the
Rohilla chiefs, who was invested by a body of
Marhattas at Sookertalt; and this-appears to be
the last public'act which Saud Ullah performed.
TaAT you may view more comprehensively
the situation of the Rohillas at the period of
Saud Ullah’s death, it is necessary to lay before
_you a brief description of those officers, who at
that tinte held possessions in Rohilcund.
- Droonoy Khan, in the partition of lands

* It was on this occasion, I believe, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah and
Saud Ullah made an exchange of their turbans.—This ceremony is
observed by the Mahometans in India as a pledge of friendship, and
sometimes it is practised in the ratification of treaties.

+ The name-of & village, and ford of the (:anges —See Reunell'
map. ..
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which were assigned to the chiefs, obtained the
districts of the Bissouly, Morababad, Chaund-
pore and Sumbul*. He died préviously to the
Rohilla war, 1774, leaving three soms,' the el-
dest of whom, Mohubbullah Khan, succeeded
to the largest portion of his territoryt. Mullah
Surdah Khan, to whom the.districts of Sunejah
Kote}, and some other adjacent lands had been
assigned, left six sons; amongst whom dissen-
sions arising about the division of the inheri-
tance, the two eldest, Ahmed Khan and Maho-
met Khan, had recourse to arms, for the des
cision of the contest. Ahmed Khan, supported
by Hafiz Rhamut, defeated his brother in an
action, and took him prisoner §. Futtah Khan,
one of the early associates of Ali Mahomet,
who had accumulated much wealth from the
office)| he had so long filled, held the districts

# Townsin Rohilcund.—See Rennell’s map.

+ This chief, confiding in an engagement made with the Vizier, in
which it was stipulated that he should not be molested by the coms
bined army, did not appear in arms during the Rohilla War, 1743.°
Butthe Vizier, violating the agreement, stripped him of his terri_tory
and treasure. .

% Situate atthe distance of forty-four computed rmles to the west-
ward of Bareily.—Vide Rennell’s map.

§ Ahmed Khan commanded part of the Rohilla army in the
war, 1774. .

I Futtah Khan held the office of treasurcr, a master of the
household.
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of Bandaum, Aussete, and Hessinpour®. This
officer, who died before the expulsion of the
Rohillas, was succeeded in the territorial pro- |

. perty, by his eldest son, Ahmed Khant. The - |
widow of Saud Ullah Khan, held in high esti- |
mation for a liberality of disppsition and pious
deportment, resided in the town of Owlah,
which had been, by the consent of the chiefs,
committed to her immediate charge. After the
death of Saud Ullah, when the common au-
thority of the government had devolved on
Hafiz Rhamut, it is not seen that the Rohilla
arms were extensively employed, or that any
.mportant revolution affected their state. They
had, previously to the Vizier’s invasion of Ro-
hilcund, carried on a desultory war with the
Marhattas, . and seized on their districts in the
Duab, which continued a short time in'the Ro-
hilla possession. The Marhattas who afterwards
came in great force, expelled the Robillas from
the Duab, and laid waste the eastern quarter of
Rohilcund. — As a shott history of the life of
Shujah-ud-Dowlah w111 be annexed, in which .

~ *the principal events of the Rohilla war are no-

" 4 Towns lying in the west and south qilartcrs of Rohilcund.

4+ Ahmed Khan, the son of Futfah Khan, after the defeat of the
Rohillasin 1774, joined the army of Fyze Ullah, at Laldong, and
retired with that chief to Rampour.
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ticed, a ,dmcusmon of them in thls place bg.»
COIMES UNNOCEISITY.

Tuz form of governmmt adopted by xb,c
Rohillas ip India, of near affinity to that which
exists_in their native country, may be denomi-
nated feudal. The sucoessors of Daoud Khan
possessing slender hereditary pretensions, and’
gurrounded by the men who had essentially. aid-
ed in the first conquest, held but a limited sway.
Sundah Khan and Futtah Khan, two of the
most respectable of the Rohillas, never ceased
. to oppose the progress of Hafiz Rhamut, which
was conspicuously directed te sovereign rule;
and by a geglous attachmeant to the party of
"Saud Ullah’s widow, who was beloved by the
people,. they formed a moderate counterpoise to -
the encroaching power of that chief. Here it
becomes my duty, whether as the compiler of
Rohilla tracts, or a recorder of common fame,
to briefly delineate ‘the character of Hafiz Rha- '
.mut. Born and reared to manhood in a coun--
ry%, where its people are taught to consider
.a military as the only laudable profession, and

that the sword conveys an irreproachable title
to every acquisition, Hafiz Rhamut, constitu- -
tionally hrave, became. an enterprizing soldier.

His government was founded on the common
: basm of an actwe system-; but ﬂounshed from

Afghamstan
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the knowledge he possessed of lts reﬁourCes. _
He seems to have maintained a general good faith -
in public transactions, and ‘though in the attain-
ment of power he trampled on another's right,
his genius and valour preserved the allegiance,
and perhaps the love of his people; who saw in
him a master, whose hand was equally prompt
to-indulgence or protection. © And here I am
impelled to say, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah-alone,
would never have dared Hafiz to the field. Ha-
fiz Rhamut, like most of the chiefs or princes
of a country, where succession falls to the
' strongest arm, was unfortunate in his family :
“Enayat Khan, his eldest son, took up:arms
against ‘him,; was defeated, and obliged to seek
shelter with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, in whose'army
he served at the battle of Buxar*. Dissensions
‘had arisen also amongst the descendants of the
other Rohilla officers, which involved the coun-
try in general commotion, and on the arrival of
-the united forces of the English and Shujah-ud-
"Dowlah in Rohilcund, the chiefs appeared to
dread the increase of each other’s power, more
than the invaston of an enemy. . R

I wiLL conclude this treatise, by observiag,
.that the Afghan conquerors of Rohilcuud, were

" % He afterwar;ls returned to Rohilcund, where he ‘died before *
the last Rohilla war.
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a rapacious, bold, and lawless race of men;
and it should seem, that after they had establish-
ed a government in India, “they adopted the
more effeminate vices of the south, and hecame
intriguing, deceitful, and treacherous, . The
Rohillas, especially the lower classes, were,

- with but few exceptions, -the only sect of Ma-

hometans in India who exercised the profession
of husbandry ; and their improvements :of the
various branches of Agriculture, were amply
recompensed by the abundance, and superior

quality of the productions of Rohilcund®.

THE actions'of Najeb Khan, those especial-
ly which occupied the latter periods of his life,
bearing a close relation to the history of Rohil-
cund, ‘I have given them a separate place in the
treatise; which as it represents him in 3 more
conspicuous light, will afford me the sensible

"_pleasure of. offering up a tribute of respect and

applause, to the memery of a brave liberal sol-
dier, and a statesman of distinguished ability.
Najes Kban, the nephew of the Bisharut
Kban, mentioned in the Rohilla sketches, came
into Rohilcund during the administration of
.Ah Mahomet He was at first, appomted to

*This country is said to have ylelded to the Rohillas, one mil-
lion sterling, which is now reduced by the injudictous management

. of the Nair, to thirty, or at most, forty thousand pounds.
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the charge of a very small party, not consisting,

it is said, of more than twelve horse and foot. .
But his courage and activity soon brought him

into the notice of Ali Mahomet, who entrusted
him with a respectable military command, and

procured for him in marriage the daughter of
Dhoondy Khan. Whiist Ali Mahomet govern-

ed the Sirhend districts, Najeb Khan, who had

followed his fortunes, rendered him am impor- .
tant service, in reducing to obedience a refrac-
tory Hindoo chief of that quarter. After the
return of the Rohiflas into Rohilcund, Dheon-
dy Khan bestowed the districts of Duranaghur
and Chaundpour, which had been granted to
Pim in the original division of Rohilcund, on
~'Najeb Khan, who did net long confine himself
‘withig this sarvow limit; but crossing the

Ganges, he made depredations on the territory

of the Goojers®, as far as Ghous Ghur and
‘Sarunpourt.

- On the death of Mahomet Shah:t, ‘Sufdar
Jung avowedly announced his hostile disposi--
tion to the court, which was then wholly direct-
ed by the Vizier Ghaze-ud-Dein, and prepared

» A sect of the Hindeos, in Upper India, of the fourth tribe
_ who equally exercise the profession of agriculture, and arms.

_ 1 Vide Rennell's map

"1 Mahomet Shah died A. D. 1746 ; and was s:.cceededb) his
son Ahmed Shabt
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to lead an army to Delhi. Sufdar Jung pre-
vailed on the Rohilla chiefs, ever réady to draw
the sword in the pursuit of plunder or conquest,
“to join his army, which had advanced to the
neighbourhood of Delhi, when an Hindoo* offi- -
cer of the court, attached to the interests of
. Ghaze-ud-Dein, 'induced Najeb Khan, by high

- offers of advancement, to secede from the com-

bination, and espouse the imperial cause.—
Alarmed at this defection, the residue of the
Rohilla troops, commanded by Hafiz Rhamut,
. retired into their own country. Najeb Khan
was honourably received by Ghaze-ud-Dein, and
being soon after promoted to the command of
the army, he attacked Sufdar Jung, and com-
pelled him to cross the Ganges. On the suc-
cessful conclusion of this campaign, in which .
the Rohilla was wounded, he received from the
King the title of Najeb-ud-Dawlah.
SUBSEQUENTLY to this event, he moved with
a strong body of troops into Rohilcund, where
he established, in the districts which formerly
pertained to him, a fixed government; and
though he disclaimed a dependence on Hafiz
Rhamut, he was considered a political mem-
ber of the Rohilla state. From a powerful sup-
port at court, and the distinguished popularity
ofthis character, Najeb-ud-Dowlah was feared

# Named Devi Sing.
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and envied by Hafiz, ‘who saw in.the growing
influence of this chief, a mortifying diminution.
of his own. A mutual enmity soon produced
hostilities, which ultimately involved the who'le
“body of the Rohillas in a civil war.

O~ the commencement of the dnssentnons,
Saud Ullah Khan, the nominal head of the Ro-
hilla states, had embraced the party of Najeb-ud-
Dowlah, which he was' compelled to abandon
by the superior power of Hafiz Rhamut, and his
partisans who, possessing the resources of the
country, could indulge or distresé him at plea-
sure. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, perceiving his inability
to combat so’ formidable an opposition, retired
from Rohilcund, and again attached himself to
the service of the court. After his arrival in
Delhi, he was either directed by the ministry, or
he solicited permission, to reduce the Maho-

. metan governor of Sarunpour®, who maintained
a forcible possession of that quarter, and had
refused to render any account of the imperial
portion of the revenue. The enemy retiring on
the approach of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the districts
of Sarunpour and Ghous Ghur became an easy
aquisitign. The activity and enterprise of this
officer, who now commanded an approved body

* This town stands on the northern part of the Duab ; and is at

this time held by Gholam Kauder Khan, the grandsen of Najém '

. Dowlah.
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of spldiers, . prompted him -again to cross the
Ganges, and seize on his former possessions, to
which he ‘annexed the lands of Tillalabad. . In
the. northern division of this new conquest, he
founded the town Najebabad*, which in a 'short
time was filled with commodious and beautiful
‘structures, and b_ecame the centre of an exten-~
sive commerce. At the distance of a mile from
the town,. he erected the fort of Najeb Ghurf,
where the adjacent inhabitants, in the event of
war, might deposit their property, and find also
‘a security for their persons. A want of more
precise. dates, which I have in vain searched
for, has thrown-a confusion and perplexity on
the preceding actions of Najeb-ud-Dowlah ; but
it is now seen that in the year 17573, this officer
was promoted to the station of Meer Bucksy,
‘with the-title of Amir-ul-Omrah, at the instance
of Ghaze-ud-Dein; who in 1753, having de-
posed. .and deprived of sight Ahmed Shah,

"' # Situate in the northern divisiops. of Rohilcund.—Vide
Renneil.

+ This fort is also calledl Patter Ghur. s

+ Dow’s History of Hindostan.—In the Khazanahee Omab, a.
Persian beok which treats cursorily of the actions of the late Em-
. berors of Hindostan, it is said, that Najeb-ud-Dewlah was appointed
to this office by Ahmed Shah Duranny. I have followed Dow’®
History, from the probability that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would
receive his commission from the Court, under whose authority ‘he
acted.
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raised to the throne Alumguir Satu, the father
of the present Emperor.

WaueN the Durannies entcred‘ Hindostan,
in their fourth expedition to participate in the
wreck of the Empire, Najeb-ud-Dowlah, who
was himself an Afghant, and aware of the supe-
rior power of Ahmed Shah, attached hinself
“without reserve to the fortunes of that prince;
dissolving the connection he had formed with

Ghaze-ud-Dein, without hesitation, or an ho-
nourable regard for the favours he had received -

from the hand of that minister. - The return of
Ahmed Shahf into his own country, enabled

) ‘the Marhattas to exercise an almost undivided .
authority in the upper.provinces of India. Na-

jeb-ud-Dowlah, the only Mahometan chief of
power or ability, that was hostile to their inte-
rest, could not bring into the field an army of
sufficient strength to oppose their progress. He
had been compelled to take post in the vicinity
of Sookertal, a fort situate on the west side of
the Gangés§, ~where he was reduced -to such ex--
tremity, that, had not the approach of the Rohil-

*'In A. D. 1756.

1‘ The inhabitants of_the space of territory, lying between the
siver Attoc and Persia, are called Afghans.

} Ahmed Shah returned into Afghanistan, from bis fonrth Indlu
expedition, in the year 1757.

§ Now in ruins—Bee Renuell’s map.



FORSTER'S-TRAVELS. 143

_las and Shujabrud-Dowlah, who. were moving
to his assistance, together with the rumoux of
the Duranny Ahmed Shah’s march towards-the-
Jumna, obliged the Marhattas to retire, it is

_probable that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would bave fal-
len under the superior force of their arms..

. In.the same year, but previously. to this
. event, Ghaze-ud-Dein had cut off the Emperor*,
and placed Shah Jehan the second on the thrane,
The capital no longer contained any grand ob-
Jject of ambition. The power of its princes had
been sunk and trampled on, its treasures had
been plundered, and its gates indiscriminately
thrown open to Hindoos and Mahometans, ac-
cording to the varying power of the day. The
Marhattas, who in their turn gave the law at
Delhi, deposed the Shah Jehan, who had been
exhibited to promote the viewsof Ghaze-ud-
Dein, and raised to the throne, Jehan Bucht, the
son of AliGoharf. After somedesultory actions,
the Duranny Ahmed Shah, joined by Najeb-ud--
Doywlah and their. Rohilla chiefs, attacked the.
Marhattas, and defeated them, in a general
engagement on the plains of Bandelly}, in
1770; when Najeb-ud-Dowlah singularly dis-

* Aluinguir Sani.
4 One of the domestic titles of the present Emperor.

- 't In the neighbourhood of Delhi, at the passage of the Jumma,
onlled Bouraree Ghaut, -
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tinguished himself, routing it is said, with his
~ own troops, the division of the Marhatta army
commanded by Duttah Pattelle?, " who fellin the
field. In the battle of Panifrettt, the fortune
of which was to decide the existence of the Ma-
hometan Empire. in India, the Afghans were
powerfully assisted by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, who,

. during the period of an important intercourse
with them, evinced an invaried fidelity and
spirit. ‘ '

" Tre overthrow of the Marhattas, and Ahmed,
Shah’s return into his own country, contributed
to give the affairs of the Empire a less distress-
ful aspect; and the abilities of Najeb-ud-
Dowlaht,. who conducted the administration of
the young prince§, again reflected on the ca-
pital a glimmering ray of respect. A war now
broke out between Najeb-ud-Dowlah and the .

Jatts, a powerful and warlike tribe of Hindoos,

who in the general convulsion of the state, had
seized on large tracts of territory, confining on

the western bank of Jumna, and comprehending -
the strong holds of Deigh, Combere, Burtpoure,

* One of thc Marhatta gcncrafs, and the uncle of Mhadgee
" Scindia, now so well known in the annals of India.

4 This decisive action was fought in February 1761.

1 Ghaze-ud-Dein, in 1761, left Delhi, where he could no longer
preserve an influence, and where be was detested for his cruelties
and treachery.

§ Tewen Rucht,
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and the city of ‘Agrah. "The ‘cause of these
hostilities:is not explained in:any document that -
has reached my. knowledge ; "nor would perhaps
throw any .strong light on the history .of Najeb-
ud-Dowlah. They arose prebably - from. the
source®* which produced- the various contests

’ *
* The seeds whlch produced the decay of the Moghul emplre,
354 which at this day have ripened into such malignancy, took a
deep root diiring the reign of Aurungzebe ; who, though one of the
‘most sagacious -princes of the house of Timur, endangered the
welfare of the state, and the secuiity of his subjects, by an injudi-
cious impulse of domestlc affection. He portioned amongst his
sons, who were active and ambitious, the most valuable provinces
of the empiré; where acquiring an. influence and strength, that
cagnot' be held by an Asiatic subject with safety to the monarch,
they expected with impatience the event that was to determine
their schemes and pretensions. On the death of Aurunggebe, the
sons eagerly took up arms, and after deluging the country with
blood, the war was successfully terminated by Bahauder Shah, who
may be said to have mounted the throne of Delhi, from a mound
of fraternal and kindred slaughter.—Not being endowed with ex-
perience, nor perhaps the genius of his father, the officers who go-
verned the provinces, rel